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The Village Photo Competition – the 
Horton-cum-Studley Calendar 

The Results!
It was a fantastic year for entries and with the photos getting better each time the 
judges had a really tough task picking the winners. We can now announce the 
13 winning images in the senior photographer section taken by 10 talented village 
photographers. These wonderful images (see the cover pages) will feature in the 
2017 Horton-cum-Studley village calendar.

‘Rosette’ and ‘Otmoor Fires’ – Jenna Zan

‘View Of Autumnal Sunrise Over Brill From Studley’ and 
‘Lone Sheep In Late Summer Early Morning Mist, Studley’ –  

Laura Mermet-Burnet

‘Bluebells’ and ‘Poppy’ – Dan Salmon

‘The Hawes Relax’ – Mike Baker

 ‘You Put Your Left Hoof In’ – Diana Moore

‘Snow’ – David Turner

‘Harvesting’ – Richard Moore

‘Wheat Field’ – Kate Macfarlane

 ‘Sunset’ – Ann Stearns

‘Flying Over HcS’ – Rachel Moore

The judges selected two winning photos by junior photographers:

‘Evening harvest after fixing the combine’ by Francesca Buttery (aged 5)

‘Otmoor Pigs’ by Sophia Buttery (aged 2)

These images will be featured in the next issue.

Many thanks to the judges Nick Meyjes and Ron Perkins for their time and 
expertise, and to the Parish Council for very kindly sponsoring the competition.

The winning senior photographers will each receive a copy of the 2017  
Horton-cum-Studley Village Calendar. If you would like to purchase your own 
copy, they are available to order at £5.50 each using the form on page 4 or write 
out the required details on a piece of paper.

Harvesting by Richard Moore

Rosette by Jenna Zan

Lone Sheep In Late Summer Early Morning Mist, 
Studley by Laura Mermet-Burnet

Bluebells by Dan Salmon
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
The Parish Council has been busy 
during the summer months with 
several planning applications. 
Although the councillors try to 
give comments to best suit both the 
applicant and the village, the final 
decisions are always in the hands of 
Cherwell District Council.

The Speedwatch campaign has been 
difficult to organise over the summer 
months as various volunteers have 
been away. We really do need more 
people on the volunteers’ list so the 
campaign does not become dependent 
on so few. It is quite an extensive 
exercise and it is not fair to ask the 
same people to do several sessions 
in 1 week. With the rush hour times 
being in the dark during the winter 
and it being unsafe to carry out the 
checks, we will have to suspend the 
programme until the spring. However, 
I would like to hold a meeting at the 
January Parish Council meeting of all 
volunteers who are willing to continue 
with this project and indeed new 
members. The meeting will be held on 
Thursday 12th January 2017 at 7.30 
pm in the Millennium Hall.

Back in April of this year, Alexia 
Lewis and I met Peter Egawhary of 
Oxfordshire Highways. He was quite 
alarmed at the faded road markings 
at the T-junction by the Old Forge on 
the corner of Brill Road, Oakley Road 

and Horton Hill. Indeed there was 
an accident there only a few weeks 
ago. Peter has sent Alexia an email 
apologising for the delay and saying 
the work at this location should be 
completed this side of Christmas and 
if not to contact him again!

It is with regret that we have to 
announce that we have had notice 
from the Heyfordian Bus Company 
saying that the trial bus service is 
no longer viable and as from 2nd 
December they will cease to run the 
service. This is a tremendous blow for 
all the bus users in the four parishes. 
Meetings will be held with the other 
parish councils to see whether we can 
come up with some solutions.

Finally, I would like, on behalf of 
the Millennium Hall Committee, 
to encourage residents to volunteer 
to serve on the committee. Several 
members who have been on this 
committee for over 16 years have 
resigned and the committee is 
desperate for others to take their 
places. We are so fortunate to have 
such wonderful facilities in the hall, 
so please help to keep it running 
smoothly. For those who feel able to 
help by volunteering, please contact 
the chair, Lorraine Dixon (telephone 
07779-316645).

Barbara Jewell (351315)

ORDER FORM for the Horton-cum-Studley 
Village Calendar 2017 

Featuring the 13 winning photographs by senior photographers, as shown on the 
covers of the Newsletter. This is an A3 wall-hanging colour calendar with 1 month 
to a view.

No. of calendars at £5.50 each:
Total cost:
Name:
Address:  

 

 

Phone number:
Email:

All orders to be received by 26 November 2016.

Please make cheques payable to Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council (or contact Alexia for 
details of alternative payment methods).

Forms and enquiries to: Alexia Lewis, Kimber House, Horton Hill, Horton-cum-Studley, 
OX33 1AY.

Email: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com Phone: 01865-351025

More Kittens!
Once again I am asking people of this village 
to be responsible cat owners and make sure 
their cat/cats are neutered, because there still 
seems to be a problem with kittens being born 
in the village. 

It is not fair on the mother cat, constantly 
having kittens, getting weaker all the time. 
It is not fair BUT CRUEL to then let these kittens go wild, who then breed and 
produce more kittens, before you know it, the village will be overrun with feral 
cats, just because someone could not be bothered to look after their cats properly.

Rescue centres are full and just cannot take anymore cats/kittens, so please BE 
RESPONSIBLE AND GET YOUR CAT NEUTERED.

John Holcroft

✃



6 7

Three in a Row for Richard with 141 lb Monster!

It was the best ever year for Horton-
cum-Studley pumpkin growers, with 
the 10 pumpkins presented for judging 
weighing a total of 492.6 lbs. There 
were a range of sizes, with Cathy 
Jenkins bringing up the rear with a 
miserable 4 lb 10oz tiddler and who 
will need to try much harder next 
year. In 8th place was Nick Forrester, 
who produced a beautiful 16.8 lb 
pumpkin and this won the “most 
pumpkiny” prize. Chris Pugh was 
narrowly beaten by Lewis Campbell 
who took 6th place with his 26 lb 
specimen and won the best newcomer. 
Angie Pullinger’s 46.2 lb entry would 
have won last year, but was only good 
enough for 5th place this time. Better 
luck next year! David Prosser is still 
trying to beat Richard to the POTY 
trophy and produced a 59.4lber, 
which was almost twice as big as his 
entry last year and won the ugliest 
entry. Come on David you can do it 
in 2017! As usual the Van Zijl family 
were in with a shout, but Bronwyn’s 
78 lb this year was only good 
enough for 3rd place. Alex Wood 
had diligently tended her pumpkin, 
tucking it up every night, and was 
unlucky not to win, but her efforts 
produced a pumpkin over three times 
bigger than the one she grew last year. 
The 91.2 lb beauty was awarded the 
“most beautiful” for 2016 and it is 

hoped it will be on show somewhere 
in the village during the autumn 
season.

At the end, George Prosser and 
Andre Van Zijl heaved Richard’s 
winning entry onto the scales and 
Rachel Hawes collected the Pumpkin 
of the Year Trophy on behalf of her 
triumphant husband! Congratulations 
Richard.........again!

Please can someone start preparing 
their patch and try to beat Richard 
next year? Plants will be available for 
the 2017 competition from June.

A big thank you to everyone who 
entered the competition this year, 
£200 was raised for the North Devon 
Hospice.

Cathy Jenkins

Left to right: David, Cathy, Lewis,  
Rachel and Alex

SAVE THE ABINGDON ARMS
As most of you know, the Abingdon 
Arms in Beckley is for sale. The pub 
is an important meeting place for 
our local communities, and we have 
a unique opportunity to purchase it 
for our communities. As support for 
a community pub has grown, we can 
see that the Abingdon Arms could be 
more than a pub with added facilities 
and value for the wider community: 
coffee and lunch clubs for older and 
less-mobile people, possibly a small 
shop and cafe, and potentially more.

The pubs listing as an Asset of 
Community Value, means Brakspear 
cannot sell the Abingdon Arms to 
anyone other than a community group 

before the present moratorium expires 
on 17 November. However, Brakspear 
is under no obligation to sell the pub 
to our community. 

At the time of writing, 23rd October, 
£320k of the £440k target has been 
raised. However, further investment is 
needed!

The deadline: Monday 31st October!

Mike Hobbs 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

07833 676516

Gabriel Brodsky 
gbrodetsky@gmail.com 

07770 331977

www.savetheabingdonarms.org

Otmoor Archaeological and Historical Society
Wednesday 2nd November – Dr Stephanie Dalley  

(Oriental Institute/Wolfson College, Oxford) 
“The Hanging Garden of Babylon: the solution to an old problem” 

Wednesday 7th December – Dr Ben Ford (Oxford Archaeology) 
“The Westgate project” 

Wednesday 1st February – Dr A. Johnson 
“Google Earth” 

Wednesday 1st March – Dr Eleanor Standley  
(Inst. Of Archaeology & Dept. of Antiquities, Ashmolean Museum) 

“Dress and everyday life in the Medieval Period” 

Wednesday 5th April – AGM and a short film. 

All meetings are held at Islip Village Hall, starting at 8pm.
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interesting talk covered aspects of the 
dogs’ training and the research being 
undertaken at the present time.

In November, our thoughts will be 
turning towards Christmas and out 
speaker will be Ann Sharman, who 
will be talking about The Story of 
Christmas, its customs and tradition. 

Our December meeting will be a 
celebration dinner.

Please contact me on 01865-358805 
if you would like to come to a taster 
meeting or receive further details 
about the W.I. New members are 
always welcome.

Beryl Fleming (President) 

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

After a summer of enjoyable activities, 
the W.I. ladies commenced their 
autumn programme in September 
with a talk on Sulgrave Manor and 
its history. Mr Martin Sirot-Smith, 
the retired custodian of the manor, 
addressed the meeting wearing a 
Tudor costume of green velvet, which 
related to the period when the manor 
became established. The manor 
was built by the Washington family, 
who came from County Durham 
in 1183 and gradually acquired a 
fortune through marriage and skilful 
dealing in the wool trade. By the 
sixteenth century, the family were 
well established in Northamptonshire, 
John Washington became Mayor of 
Northampton and started a grammar 
school in the town in 1532, which 
exists to the present day.

Mr Sirot-Smith continued his 
interesting talk outlining the problems 
faced by the family over the following 
century, the issues facing the lives of 
people through difficult times, not 
least the number of women who 
died in childbirth and the number of 
children who died before the age of 
5 years. He explained how Sulgrave 
Manor fell into disrepair after the 
Washington family left for America in 
1656. Much of the existing building 
stone was incorporated into buildings 

in the surrounding villages. Known 
as the ancestral home of George 
Washington, the building was saved 
in 1914 to commemorate 100 years 
of peace between Britain and America, 
and opened for the general public to 
visit. Mr Sirot-Smith was thanked for 
his most informative and entertaining 
talk.

Our open meeting for the village was 
held in October. Mr Geoffrey Farrer-
Brown came to present a PowerPoint 
presentation on ‘Medical Detection 
Dogs’. This is a charity dedicated to 
training dogs in the detection and 
recognition of human disease by 
the minute odours associated with 
many cancers and other diseases. 
Mr Farrer-Brown explained how 
puppies and young dogs are placed 
in family homes throughout their 
training, replacing the need for 
kennels. Providing a young dog 
with all the experiences it needs 
to become Medical Detection Dog 
takes commitment and patience, but 
can be a rewarding experience. The 
charity has two significant areas of 
work, through dogs trained to detect 
the odours associated with certain 
diseases, and Medical Alert Assistance 
Dogs trained to alert individuals 
managing day to day life-threatening 
conditions. Mr Farrer-Brown’s 

Men’s Fashions

Recent developments suggest that Horton will soon be known as the origin of 
the new look for men. Here are two well-known locals checking out the new 
styles – one at the Michaelmas Fair and another at a local wedding!

D. Turner
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We have had a great tennis season and I would like to 
thank all the committee members – they all work really 
hard through the summer and it’s much appreciated.

We are looking for new committee members, preferably 
people who love tennis, so if you are interested please call 
Sara Mander 07850 231 193. 

Our A.G.M. is being held at Studley Wood Golf Club on Tuesday 10th January 
2017 at 7.30pm, all welcome.

Best Wishes 

Sara Mander (Chairman)

Please be neighbourly with your fireworks!

Please remember to be neighbourly about setting off any 
fireworks this autumn, as many animals, including dogs, 

cats and horses, find them terrifying.

If you are planning a large display, please contact your 
neighbours to warn them in advance so they can keep 

small pets in and move larger animals to safety.

Please also be aware of where your firework casings and 
rockets sticks will land – livestock can be harmed if they 

eat spent fireworks that land in their fields.

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB

The tennis court 
has seen a lot more 
activity this year, 
with coaching for 
adults and toddlers, 
as well as juniors, 
happening Tuesday, 
Friday evenings 
and Saturday 
mornings. With 
the year’s teaching 
drawing to a close, 
it is clear that Dave 
Rooney’s coaching 
has proved very 
popular, with 24 
adults doing rusty 
racquets, 26 juniors 

doing junior coaching and 20 toddlers taking 
part in the parent–toddler tennis. We will be 
planning a similar coaching timetable for April/
May next year for anyone interested, members 
or non-members. Club nights conversely have 
not been as popular, so from next year we will 
be trying a new format for the club sessions, 
more details at the start of next season! The 
club also runs friendly double matches, which 
any member is welcome to take part in. We 
have had a few successes this year, winning 
against both North Oxford and Thame. We will 
be in touch with the new season programme 
next year and hope as many of you will take 
part as possible! 

Christina Russell 

www.hcstennis.com
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GTs NEWS

On October 11th, several members 
visited the Energy Recovery Facility 
in Ardley. It was a fascinating tour 
and we discovered how our green-
bin rubbish is processed to make 
a product used for road building, 
as well as supplying electricity to 
thousands of homes.

We will be attending the Oxford 
Operatic production of Oliver on 
November 17th at the Oxford 
Playhouse.

A guided tour of the new Weston 
Library will take place on December 
9th at 3.00 pm, followed by afternoon 
tea at the Library.

Lisa Mynheer has kindly agreed to 
talk to us about her work in Ghana. 
She will also share tales about life in 
that country and the friends she has 
made there. This will take place at the 
home of Rachel Hawes on the evening 
of January 31st.

A meal at a local pub will take place 
on February 18th, but the venue will 
be decided nearer the time. 

Finally, we will be planning our 
summer programme at Studley Barn 
with Chris Wiles on March 16th.

For further information on any of 
the above items, please contact Ruth 
David by email (ruth.david@live.com) 
or phone (01865-351444). 

Ruth David

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

Once again we have had a very good 
summer programme, starting with a 
trip to Cambridge Botanic Gardens 
when the weather was kind to us, and 
we were able to see some lovely plants 
and trees.

Our second meeting was to Greenfield 
Farm, Christmas Common, a  
follow-up from one of our winter 
meetings when we were able to 
see Andrew Ingram’s wild-flower 
meadows. A truly magnificent display 
of many species, over many acres. 
It was a shame that some of us did 
not arrive due to a hold up on the 
motorway. The final garden visit was 
to Haseley Court, Little Haseley, with 

many individual gardens in the 
grounds of a large country house. Our 
summer programme ended with a tour 
of four gardens in the village, finishing 
with supper in the village hall.

By the time you read this we will have 
had our first winter meeting, a talk 
about “Amazing Alpines”.

The final meeting before Christmas is 
on November 15th in the Millennium 
Hall, when Barry Oxley of the RSPB 
will talk about “Otmoor: plants and 
wildlife”. Visitors will be welcome.

Richard Hawes (351540)



Welcome to the Autumn Term 2016 of 

Horton-cum-Studley 
Toddler Group 

A friendly and fun group with refreshments, 

conversation and kiddy fun for 0-5 year olds and 

their parents and carers. Everyone very welcome. 

Where: The Millennium Hall, H-c-S   

When:  Alternate Mondays  

7th & 21st November 

5th & 19st December 

Time:  10am-11.30am 

Contact: Angela - angelalee2@icloud.com  

Laura - laurabadger@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

MULLED WINE, MINCE 
PIES & CHRISTMAS 
CHEER  

Millennium Hall,
Horton-cum-Studley 
7.30pm, Monday 19th December 
 
 
The Millennium Hall Committee invite you to celebrate the season with 
a sing-along, delicious mince pies and mulled wine. 
 
If you’d like to bake any mince pies please email  
lorrainejdixon@btinternet.com, all offers warmly welcomed! 

19 
DECEMBER 
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Michaelmas Fair
The Michaelmas Fair took place at the 
end of September on a sunny day in a 
barn at Manor Farm. It was held by 
kind invitation of Colin and Caroline 
Badger. It was a great day for the Fair 
– the weather was good, even if a bit 
breezy, and it was lovely to see people 
chatting to each other and catching up 
as they enjoyed their soup and rolls, 
some of them braving the breeze and 
enjoying the sun at the outdoor tables. 
They also seemed to enjoy touring 
the various stalls: Carol’s produce 
stall had apples, Lisa had a great 
band of helpers who did a brilliant 
job of making and serving the soup 
and rolls. Caroline did a brisk trade 
with the cakes, and Liz and helpers 
sold lots of raffle tickets. Colin tried 
some of the clothes for size! Nick sold 
books that had been donated. Lynn 
and Layla worked hard selling goods 
and offering competition, but their pet 
seemed rather bored and slept a lot of 
the time!

Cathy managed the pumpkin 
competition and had a great spectrum 
of prizes for ugly, round and large 
ones. Richard Hawes had the largest 
pumpkin yet again – we wonder what 
his secret for growth is. Will anyone 
ever beat him?

A grand total of just over £550 was 
raised. Our thanks to Caroline and 
Colin Badger for their generous 
hospitality at Manor Farm.

Harvest
On 9th October about 30 adults and 
children, led by David Bendor-Samuel, 
joined together in a beautifully 
decorated church to give thanks in 
song and prayer for all good gifts 
around us, which we believe are given 
to us by God. David pointed out that 
most cultures celebrate harvest in 
some way or another, and in one place 
the celebration lasts 3 months! 

Lots of dry goods, such as jars of 
coffee, packets of tea, pasta, rice, 
tins of vegetables and soup, were 
presented in church, reminding us that 
it is not just the gardeners amongst 
us who need to give thanks. These 
offerings were taken to the Thame 
Food Bank later in the week. There 
was also a collection for The Church 
Housing Trust, which works with 
the homeless to help supply services 

for them that will go beyond simply 
providing food and shelter, by giving 
them a second chance at life through 
counselling, training, education, 
resettlement and therapeutic activities. 

Our thanks to Annie Payne and the 
team of volunteers who produced such 
beautiful flower displays.

Coming Events
The Remembrance Service will start 
at 10.45am on 13th November and 
the minute of silence will be observed 
at 11.00am. Part of the service will 
take place in the churchyard, weather 
permitting, and we will be placing 
small wooden crosses in the garden, 
with names of those we wish to 
remember. 

Christmas Services
There will be a Christingle service on 
11th December.

The Carol service will be on Sunday 
18th December at 3pm, followed by 
mince pies and mulled wine. 
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We expect to have a Crib service in 
the afternoon of Christmas Eve at 
4pm in St Barnabas Church. The 
church is usually full on this occasion 
and it is a great opportunity to share 
the Christmas story with youngsters, 
as the children play a part in 
recreating the manger scene. 

The Christmas Eve service will be at St 
Barnabas at 11pm.

The service on Christmas Day, which 
is a Sunday, will be at Beckley at 
10am.

One Hundred and Fifty
One hundred and fifty years ago next 
year, in 1867, St Barnabas Church 
began to be the centre of Christian 
Worship in the village. We hope to 

celebrate this in a number of ways 
during the year. If you have any ideas 
about ways to celebrate, or want to 
be kept informed about events, please 
contact one of the churchwardens.

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

David Turner (351460)  

(dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)

Anneke Lyster’s  
90th birthday

A fantastic party in the 
Millennium Village Hall for a 

truly amazing lady! 

Sara Mander

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Community Information 
Network Directory
This is a resource listing over 1700 
opportunities and services that can 
enhance your life, wherever you live in 
the county. The listings include:
• Arts and creativity opportunities
• Carers groups
• Community and social groups
• Dementia support and groups
• Education and learning 

opportunities
• Exercise opportunities
• Faith groups
• Gatherings where you can grab a 

bite to eat
• Good neighbour schemes
• Services that can offer you help at 

home
• Opportunities to practice hobbies
• Information and advice services
• Support agencies
• Transport services
• Services to support your wellbeing.

To search the Directory go to www.
communitynetworkdirectory.org.uk

Bicester IT drop-in
Free IT drop-in sessions are held on 
the third Wednesday of the month 
from 10.00–11.00am at Barclays 
Bank, 36 Market Square, Bicester. 
Bring along your smart phone, 
tablet computer or laptop and our 
Digital Champions will offer advice 
to help you get the most from your 

technology. You can also brush up 
your skills with the Digital Champions 
free Essentials online training module. 
For more information and to get 
involved, please contact Stephen Mott 
on 07827-235450. 

Late Spring – Love... never dies
Late Spring is an Oxfordshire 
network of support groups open to 
men and women aged 60+ who have 
lost a loved one. Sessions provide 
an opportunity to remember with 
others who understand. Over coffee 
and cake, together groups look to the 
future without forgetting. To find out 
more about Late Spring and where 
your nearest group is, please contact 
Helen Sollis on 01235-849434 or 
visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/
latespring

Donations of pre-loved, 
vintage or unwanted goods
Age UK Oxfordshire welcome 
the above items, such as clothing, 
accessories, kitchenware, electrical 
items, small items of furniture, toys 
and bric-a-brac, at their shops located 
on the Cowley Road and St Clements 
in Oxford. Every single item will make 
a difference.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for Age UK 

Oxfordshire
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Unnamed
Across

Manly muscle in a spin (9)1
The German returns feeling 
blue (3)

6

Endless dispute in rage is 
daft (6)

8

Perch (5)9
Card game knocks the air 
out of military man (6)

10

Disperse cold treats (7)11
Make practical use of tiles. 
You and I, say, are involved 
but confused (7)

13

Indigenous vet in a quandary 
(6)

16

A-team front to back 
assistants (5)

18

Happening not long ago 
about small coin (6)

19

First person, say, has one of 
two (3)

21

Broadcasted discos led 
about (9)

22

Down
Partner lost energy on rug (3)1
Having a pleasant taste (5)2
Navigate under ship and 
strip (7)

3

Bear with two eyes, say, 
wandering about in Spain 
and Portugal (6)

4

Usher finds undergarment 
mangled in car? (6)

5

Discourage man. He's a 
cleaner (9)

7

Underwater vessel and 
pitcher consumed defeat (9)

8

Middle, line perhaps (7)12

Certainly denied in mayhem 
(6)

14

Children found in 
publications perhaps (6)

15

Stack top to bottom stitches 
(5)

17

University teacher returns 
signal of agreement (3)
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Certainly denied in mayhem 
(6)

14

Children found in 
publications perhaps (6)

15

Stack top to bottom stitches 
(5)

17

University teacher returns 
signal of agreement (3)

20

Entries to Pauline 
Cox at Grove 

House, Horton Hill, 
by 30th November 

2016. 

The first correct 
entry drawn wins 
a bottle of wine.

The winner of the 
last crossword 

competition was 
Chris Wiles. 
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Village crossword June 16
Across

Mens' aftershave on Mr 
Capone is a bit vicious (6)

1

Rugby Union rabble and Mr 
Capone in the country (5)

4

Find canine in bread roll (7,3)7
Exchange and ---- returns by 
streetcar (4)

8

High fliers in Design and 
Technology sketch (5)

9

Gather together and fill out 
(5,2)

11

Instruction (7)13
Noah in bottom of boat will 
prepare to pray (5)

15

Microbe Hitler, for example, 
lost a third (4)

17

Contaminate debt notes. It's 
catching! (10)

18

Precious mineral topped by 
noblemen (5)

20

Thing (6)21

Down
Repartee in urban territory (6)1
Eleven maybe mince meat (4)2
Endure final one to leave 
(4.3)

3

Firm dig Irish up (5)4
The German returns colour 
(3)

5

Led perhaps and easy to lift 
(5)

6

Greet last EU 
conglomeration (6)

7

Tolerates (6)10
Pure lie is silly and childish 
(7)

12

That is to say man in US city 
is confused(6)

14

Weapon (5)15
Fortifies with scales about 
boot fastener (5)

16

Gold lost in a month by 
sudden blast of wind (4)

17

Distant small holding loses 
mare (3)

19

July 2016 – solution

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and 

post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

WANTED – pre-loved exercise bike for 6 month loan or to buy.  
Contact Olivia_field@hotmail.com

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.
co.uk by 12 February 2017 for 
inclusion in the March issue.

Yoga Class in Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Hall  
with Hayley Lennard 
Wednesdays 19.30–21.00

What are the benefits?
The physical benefits of yoga include 
increased strength, suppleness and stamina. 
Yoga works on stretching and strengthening 
muscles, joints, tissues and organs of the body, 
and utilized together with the breath, helps 

balance the body.

What does a typical class 
involve?
Classes are held close to people’s homes, 
so that students can be calm, and arrive and 
leave without the stress of long journeys. The 
class is set up to be calm and quiet, with an 
atmosphere of warmth, comfort and space 
to relax. The classes involve sitting, standing, 

supine, prone and postures with twists in 
each class. We work up to ‘peak poses’, which 
are normally a flowing sequence or a more 
intense standing asana (pose). We always 
finish with relaxation at the end, and conclude 
the practice with a chant and a moment of 
peace. You need very few props for the class, 
but warm, comfy clothing, and a sticky mat 
and a blanket are essential (and sometimes 
a cushion can also be helpful). Classes are 
90  minutes.

Call/email me with any questions or enquiries.

Hayley – VillageLifeYoga 
07506-098835 

email: hayley_lennard@hotmail.com
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1 tablespoon of white chia seeds

1 cup of coconut milk (or half a can)

1 teaspoon of vanilla essence (if desired)

2 teaspoons of honey, preferably Manuka

Raspberries

Blueberries 

Mixed nuts and seeds

Add the chia seeds to the coconut milk and vanilla essence, and stir very well. 

Leave for a few hours, or overnight in the fridge.

Serve with raspberries, blueberries, nuts and seeds and a drizzle of honey.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

CHIA SEED TAPIOCA FOR BREAKFAST COUNTRY COLUMN – Autumn 2016

What a productive year it has been 
for grass, only now has it begun to 
stop growing so fast, allowing the 
mower to have a rest. Not only 
the grass, but also the hedges have 
made more growth than normal, 
making it harder to keep them tidy. 
Brambles seem to have grown by 
the mile, and if you look where the 
growing tips touch the ground you 
can find a profusion of roots, which 
allow them to spread even further.

In contrast to the grass, arable 
crops have not been so productive; 
however, this has been compensated 
by an increase in price. Fatstock 
prices have also increased, the 
only sector suffering is the dairy 
industry, with smaller farms having 
to give up milking due to its 
unprofitability. On the plus side, 
once the weather improved in June, 
haymaking was fairly easy, and the 
harvest also, as a lot of crops were 
cut without the need for artificial 
drying and giving a saving in the cost 
of fuel.

The dry autumn is now making it easy 
to cultivate the land in preparation 
for the next crop. It being quite 
noticeable when digging the garden. 
Another plus I have noticed is 
the maize harvest, which has been 
earlier than normal, and the dry 
autumn has meant there is no mud 

on the roads. Not only is maize 
grown now for silage, but also 
biofuel.

The garden has also been quite 
productive, with good crops of all 
varieties of bean, and very large 
crops of apples, which are all safely 
harvested.

Once again we have had our four 
young green woodpeckers busy on 
the ants in the lawn, along with 
many other species. Perhaps the 
highlight of the summer was to see 
four barn owls all hunting in the 
same field. It is always with some 
sadness that we say goodbye to our 
swallows and house martins, but we 
have their return to look forward 
to, signalling the start of another 
year.

It will be nice to see our local 
species coming for a feed at the 
time of year when there is less food 
available.

Looking forward to next year

Richard Hawes

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

A young woman who once lived near Thame

Who a Great British leader became

Could her Wheatley Park charms

Save the Abingdon Arms

If they don’t it would be such a shame



24 25

NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
and DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for 
OTMOOR Tim Hallchurch
September has been an extremely 
busy month after a quiet August, with 
Oxfordshire County Council and 
Cherwell District Council full council 
meetings and scrutiny committees. We 
have has two Health Overview scrutiny 
meetings, the second to concentrate on 
the temporary closure of the Horton 
Hospital maternity ward. The outcome 
is that due to a shortage of doctors, it 
will be closed until about March 2017. 
Big efforts are being made to recruit 
staff and we were fairly satisfied that the 
hospital was doing all it could to keep 
the service going. You can see most of 
the meetings that I attend on my web 
site – www.otmoor.co.uk (see blog). 

The question of Unitary Authority 
for the county has again been on the 
agenda. However, it is not yet known 
exactly what steps the new government 
is going to take and there is a feeling 
that the matter will be kicked into the 
long grass for the time being.

As chairman of the Oxfordshire English 
Speaking Union, I presided over the 
School Leavers Awards, where we give 
money to students leaving school to 
read English at university who, in the 
opinion of their head-teachers, will 
benefit from financial help. 

There is discussion about a new M40 
junction as a part of the Bicester East-
West road link and it has been suggested 
that the junction could be at Merton, 
with traffic going though Merton and 
Ambrosden to join the A41, making the 
proposed South-East link road around 
Graven Hill unnecessary. I think that 
this is an appalling idea. I will give 
further information when it is available.

English Speaking Union 
Thanksgiving Lunch
We have a few places left for non-
members to join us on:

27th November, 12 for 12.30pm 
Studley Wood Golf Club, The Straight 
Mile, Horton-Cum-Studley Oxford 
OX33 1BF. Tickets: £39

We will be eating in the lovely upstairs 
dining room overlooking the golf course 
and Studley Wood. 

The speaker will be Dr Halbert Jones, 
Director, Rothermere American Institute 
(RAI), University of Oxford. 

Please send cheques for the event to Dr 
Jan Carter, Paddock Cottage, Thrupp, 
OX5 1JY. Payable to ESU Oxfordshire 
Branch.

Tim Hallchurch – 01865-377099  

timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk

Riding, Ragwort and Combined Training Champions!

An unexpectedly long 
and dry summer meant 
good news for the 
surfaces of the local 
bridleways, which 
improved dramatically 
from their very wet state 
in June. Unfortunately, the 
conditions also favoured 
one of the worst years 
locally for ragwort. So 
a huge thank you to all 
our community-spirited 
members, who went out 
again this summer pulling ragwort in some of the worst areas close to livestock 
and hay fields. 

Some fantastic news – Jenna Zan 
and Kanni, after their successes 
earlier in the summer, qualified 
for the Quainton Stud Combined 
Training (dressage+show-jumping) 
Championships on 15th October. 
They put in a fabulous performance 
taking 3rd place in the Prelim Small 
section, and then went on to be 
crowned champions in the Prelim 
Medium section in a fairy-tale 
ending to the season!

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)
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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE
Autumn has arrived with its customary surprise attack on planning for next year, but 
already the Otmoor Challenge committee is working away in preparation for the 38th 
Otmoor Challenge on Saturday 3rd June 2017. As ever, it is not easy for those new 
to the village to know who the committee members are, but, just to remind everyone, 
they are:

Andrew Pennington, Basil Lyster, Jill Meyjes, Chris Squire, Liz Campbell, Kevin 
Gerring, Andy Marshall and Colin Jenkins.

If you have any comments or suggestions about the Challenge, please speak to any 
of us.

The main functions of the Otmoor Challenge are to provide a focus for the village in 
the main event of the year, but also to raise money for local charities and good causes. 
The committee discusses how we might distribute the money raised, and the local 
aspect is the most important. We feel that recipients should either have a direct local 
connection, or be some activity or cause that villagers are likely to want to support or 
use. Distribution this year has been made to the following:

Sir George Croke Almshouses, Horton-cum-Studley £650.00
Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley £1750.00
Friends of Beckley School, Beckley £100.00
Sobell House Hospice, Oxford £300.00
Thames Valley Air Ambulance £400.00
Oxfordshire Army Cadet Force £150.00
Gardening Club, Horton-cum-Studley £550.00
Women’s Institute, Horton-cum-Studley £1100.00
Parent & Toddler Group, Horton-cum-Studley £150.00
St Barnabas Church, Horton-cum-Studley (fabric maintenance) £650.00

TOTAL £5800.00
As ever, we are keen to recruit more helpers who can spare some time to assist 
committee members in the preparation for the event, and in the setting-up and running 
of the Challenge. If you would like to assist, please speak to any of the committee 
members, or phone me on 01865-358800 and I will put you in contact with those 
needing help.

Meanwhile, of course, those of you intending to run the Otmoor Challenge half-
marathon on 3rd June 2017 are probably already in training. If not – why not? Go on, 
take up the challenge and prove to yourself that you can do it!

Andrew Pennington 

Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association
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Flying Over HcS by Rachel Moore

Sunset by Ann Stearns

You Put Your Left Hoof In by 
Diana Moore

Snow by David Turner



Otmoor Fires by Jenna Zan

Poppy by Dan Salmon

Wheat Field by Kate 
MacFarlane

The Hawes Relax by 
Mike Baker


