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Autumn Sunset – Jenna Zan At the Start of the Day –  
Emma Richardson-Steele
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Village Photo Competition 2019 Results

Photographer of the Year – Katya Bungay-Hill – Sunbeams (Church Lane)

Reserve Champion – Gavin Law – Tyto alba in Ragnall’s Lane

Other winning images:

A Bale with a View – Alexia Lewis

Sarah – Christine Curtis

Autumn Sunset – Jenna Zan

River of Daisies – Kate MacFarlane

At the Start of the Day – Emma Richardson-Steele

Golden Light (at the Mill Lane Footpath) – Katya Bungay-Hill

Returning to Ragnall’s Lane – Claudette Doe

Pumpkin Weigh-in – Cathy Jenkins

Fossil Hunting – Dan Salmon

Not Kansas – Justin Davey

Snow Day in Horton-cum-Studley – Laura Mermet-Burnet

Thank you to our resident judges Nick 
Meyjes and Ron Perkins for giving 
up their time to judge the entries 
for the 2019 calendar competition. 
With nearly 70 entries of superb 
quality, it wasn’t an easy task! All 
the entrants’ names are redacted and 
in round one, the judges score each 
photo individually. These scores are 
combined and photos with the highest 
scores are judged again in round 2. 

From this round the judges select the 
top 13 images for the calendar. There 
was a clear winner whose photo 
was the only image to receive the 
top mark from both judges, so many 
congratulations to Katya Bungay-
Hill for her winning entry. Thank you 
to everyone who sent in their photos 
this year. Please keep your cameras 
with you ready to capture the winning 
entry next year!

All the winning photographers will receive a copy of the 2020 Horton-cum-
Studley Village Calendar. If you would like to purchase a copy, they are 

available to order at £5.75 each using the form on the following page or you 
can write out the required details on a piece of paper or in an email. 



4

Judge’s Report
The increased number of entries 
indicates the growing popularity of 
the photography competition. The 
overall quality of the images was 
higher than in any previous year, some 
outstanding shots were selected for the 
calendar. There was a pleasing variety 
and originality in the images, the 
vast majority fitted the Horton-cum-

Studley theme well. I was particularly 
pleased to see some ambitious wildlife 
entries, one of which made the final 
selection. Creative and imaginative 
images were particularly pleasing. 
Although the competition shows 
village life at present, it will build to 
a splendid archive when the ‘here and 
now’ becomes the ‘there and then’.

Ron Perkins

Order form for the Horton-cum-Studley Village Calendar 2020 

Featuring the 13 winning photographs, as shown on the cover of this Newsletter.

This is a double-page A3 wall-hanging colour calendar (folds to A4) with 1 month 
to a view.

No. of calendars at £5.75 each:

Total cost:

Name:

Address: 
 
 

Phone number:

Email:

All orders to be received by 15 November 2019

Please make cheques payable to Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council (or contact 
Alexia for details of alternative payment methods).

Forms and enquiries to:  
Alexia Lewis, Kimber House, Horton Hill, Horton-cum-Studley, OX33 1AY.

Email: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com Phone: 01865-351025.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
The Parish Council (PC) has followed up on numerous complaints regarding both 
the volume of traffic through the village, and the continual problem we have with 
speeding. A representative from Oxfordshire Highways visited the village and 
answered questions regarding whether speed limits could be reduced both on The 
Straight Mile and through the village in general. To reduce speed limits would 
require the agreement of Thames Valley Police (TVP) and can only happen if there 
is an area of hard standing where a Police Speeding Camera can be stood and, 
unfortunately, that is not possible. There was also a discussion regarding chicanes, 
but due to the nature of the roads through the village, and the spacing of house 
fronts, this would also be very challenging.

Oxfordshire Highways completed a speed survey, and traffic volumes can now be 
used as a baseline for future years. The data do confirm that we have a speeding 
issue within the village, with the worst area being Oakley Road. The PC will be 
looking for volunteers to participate in a Community Road Watch Group to work 
with the police to discourage speeding through the village. The majority of traffic 
and speeding is during rush hour, and due to the lack of streetlights in the village, 
any initiative would be launched in Spring 2020. However, if you wish to either 
organise or participate in the group, please contact the PC. Details of the results 
of the speed survey can be found on the village website: www.horton-cum-studley.
org.uk/community/parish_council

The PC has received a few responses with regards to the mowing of verges and 
next Spring we will produce a map showing areas we intend to cut and areas we 
will leave. There will be a cut of the Straight Mile prior to the Otmoor Challenge. 
Please take responsibility for your own boundary shrubbery and ensure that it is 
not overgrowing the pavements; now is the best time of year to do a tidy up. 

Unfortunately, we have experienced a burglary in the village and other 
surrounding villages have also had problems, the PC urges everyone to ensure that 

Basic logo
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windows and doors are locked to prevent this from happening. TVP have also 
been asked whether they can do more patrols through villages in the area.

The issue with skips and scrap metal has also been raised with the PC, please 
do not put rubbish into other people’s skips without prior permission. If you 
are approached by anyone asking if they can have scrap metal, please ask them 
for a licence. Each district/town council issues licences to legitimate scrap-metal 
dealers, if they cannot provide a licence and they later fly tip part of your rubbish 
you will be legally responsible, and you can be fined. We are experiencing fly 
tipping around the village, please contact Cherwell District Council if you find 
any fly tipped waste, and call the police on 101 if you witness fly tipping and the 
offenders are still on site.

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday 14th November at 7:30pm 
in the village hall. Public attendance is always welcome.

To contact the PC please email: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Councillors can individually be contacted on: 

hcspcfoxcroft@gmail.com, hcspcslingo@gmail.com, hcspcjewell@gmail.com, 
hcspcbadger@gmail.com, hcspcpayne@gmail.com

Whilst members of the PC do check social media, it is not an appropriate method 
of contact for matters that parishioners would like to raise with the PC.

Sarah Foxcroft 

Chair – Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council 

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk

Remember, Remember…… 
Thinking of Having a Fireworks Party?

Many people are not aware how much stress and suffering fireworks can 
cause to animals, particularly horses. As prey animals, even the most sensible 
of horses can be frightened by fireworks. Animals have very acute hearing. 
Loud bangs and whistles can cause them physical pain in their ears. If you are 
planning to set off fireworks, even just a few fireworks in the back garden, 
please let your neighbours know in advance, so that they can ensure their 
beloved animals’ safety.

Source: BHS/Blue Cross websites
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Oxford–Cambridge Expressway Update
A huge amount has happened since the 
last edition of our village newsletter in 
July, so this update is a summary of key 
news. You can keep up to date with the 
campaign and general news about the 
proposed Ox-Cam Expressway and 
Growth Arc by visiting noexpressway.
org – which has a detailed News & 
Updates section – or sign up to our 
fortnightly newsletter at noexpressway.
org/newsletter.

Raising Awareness 
The group continues to focus 
efforts on raising awareness of the 
proposed expressway and associated 
development. We have presented at a 
further 10 village and town meetings, 
and the updated travelling pagoda has 
been to 9 events. A total of 20 Parish 
Councils have now bought our “Under 
Threat” signs, and we are in monthly 
contact with 52 Parish Councils and 
village groups.

Thank you to everyone who was able 
to come to our local villages update on 
22nd October. We really appreciate you 
taking the time, and hope you found it 
useful.

Our second “Expressway Story”, 
Duncan’s Story, the birds of Chilton, 

is now live on our website. Third-
generation farmer Duncan Parker 
talks about the birds of Chilton and 
their importance to his farm. You can 
see barn owl chicks being tagged and 
an environmental study underway. 
Our third Expressway Story about 
Wotton House and its Capability 
Brown landscapes has been filmed and 
is now in editing. noexpressway.org/
expressway-stories

Expanding our Campaign
We have been helping new local groups 
set up to raise awareness, campaign and 
fund-raise in their local communities. 
To support making our campaign 
more effective, we have established 
a “Stronger Together” group, to 
bring these and other groups together 
regularly to share information, skills 
and resources. This is proving to be a 
very useful and productive forum.

We are now able to take donations 
through our website to cover day-to-
day running costs and to build funds 
for professional consultants to help us 
make this a national campaign, as we 
aim to influence Westminster as well as 
local politicians. noexpressway.org/no-
expressway/donate
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Other No Expressway Group 
Activities
The No Expressway Group sent a 
Freedom of Information Request to 
Highways England and established it 
asked 6 key council stakeholders to sign 
Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs), 
4 of which agreed to sign. It did this 
so that it could discuss detailed route 
options with them. Bucks County and 
Aylesbury Vale District Councils refused 
to sign NDAs. However, Oxfordshire 
County, South Oxfordshire District, 
Vale of White Horse District and 
Milton Keynes Councils did sign NDAs. 
They had access to route information 
and had the opportunity to provide 
feedback to Highways England, but 
not one sought feedback about the Ox-
Cam Expressway from its constituents.

Highways England invited the No 
Expressway Group to a meeting 
at the end of July. We met with the 
Project Director and some of his 
team, and mainly discussed who can 
be a stakeholder and the upcoming 
consultation process on route options. 
Highways England confirmed that:
• Any group and any individual can 

register to be a stakeholder, but 
through slightly different routes. Full 
details of how to do so are given at 
noexpressway.org/no-expressway/
have-your-say.

• The project is on track, but exact 
dates for consultation are not 
yet known, due to the change of 

Secretary of State for Transport. We 
are still waiting to hear when this 
will be.

• The consultation process is likely to 
last just 10 weeks and it is critical 
that as many people as possible 
provide feedback. In particular, it is 
vital that they express a preference 
for “no expressway” by filling 
in the “is there anything else we 
should know” box. There won’t be 
a specific ‘no expressway’ tick box. 
Further information will be shared 
on our website and in updates as 
soon as available.

Anti-Expressway Feeling 
is Growing
Five Councils have voted to oppose the 
Ox-Cam Expressway plans, many on 
the basis that this is in direct conflict 
with becoming carbon neutral. These 
councils are Oxford City, South 
Oxfordshire District, Vale of White 
Horse District, Aylesbury Vale District 
and Bucks County Councils. This is 
good news. However, both Oxfordshire 
County Council and Cherwell District 
Council have voted to wait for more 
information. This misses the point 
entirely. Details of routes are not needed 
to know that the principle of the Ox-
Cam Expressway is deeply flawed and 
these plans should not go ahead. We 
should invest in East–West Rail and 
other public transport initiatives instead.

Layla Moran MP (Oxford West & 
Abingdon) has spoken out against 
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the expressway for some time. More 
recently both Anneliese Dodds MP 
(Oxford East) and Daniel Zeichman 
MP (Cambridge) have both spoken 
against the expressway and in favour of 
East–West Rail.

Not Just a Road!
In July’s edition of this newsletter, 
we detailed information about the 
government’s ambition for one million 
homes along the Ox-Cam arc and the 
scale of development that Highways 
England had calculated the Ox-Cam 
Expressway could enable along its 
route. Highways England talked about 
“transformational development”. 
We have had push back from some 
councillors, including Cllr Barry Wood, 
Leader of Cherwell District Council 
and Chair of the Arc Leaders Group, 
who tried to allay fears by suggesting it 
won’t be one million homes along the 
arc, because local councils can resist any 
new homes not already in Local Plans. 
However, Robert Jenrick MP, Secretary 
of State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government, confirmed this is 
still the government’s aim in a letter to 
John Bercow MP on 29th July. 

Worryingly, Bidwells (property 
consultants), Perkins and Will (global 
architects) and Blackstock (strategic 
consultancy) have just launched their 
“Radical Regeneration Manifesto” 
for the Ox-Cam growth arc. The 
Bidwells website says the group has 
brought together 25 “built environment 

industry leaders” together with assets 
totalling over £50 billion. It is not a 
surprise that big business is looking 
into the arc. However, this manifesto 
calls for politics to be taken out of the 
process, planning to be speeded up, 
new improved compulsory purchase 
orders and efforts to limit the “people’s 
planning lottery”, i.e. reduce both the 
local authorities’ and public’s ability 
to have any influence on the planning 
process along the arc. We need to 
fight this, to protect our environment 
and communities, or developers could 
potentially build whatever they want, 
wherever they want.

What’s Next?
Highways England is due to announce 
route options in “Autumn 2019” and 
then start non-statutory consultation 
with the public for the first time. The 
exact timing is yet to be announced.

Take part and have your voice 
heard. We will post details about the 
consultation and engagement processes 
on our noexpressway.org website 
once known.

Keep up with all the latest news, 
insight and events on our website 
noexpressway.org

No Expressway signs for your garden? 
Campaign ideas? Questions? Want to 
get involved? 

Contact Olivia Field at 
noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com
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THE 40th OTMOOR CHALLENGE – 2019

It seems a long time since June, when the sun shone on the Otmoor Challenge 
(eventually!), and scores of exhausted but happy runners and walkers rehydrated 
at the Challenge Bar. After the evening “Bash”, we had the usual task of clearing 
up – for which many thanks to those helpers who came to help on the Sunday 
morning – and then the administrative job of accounting for the money, paying 
the bills and the “wash-up” to discuss what went right and what needs fixing for 
next year. The major decision, of course, was to decide on the date for the 2020 
event, which will be on Saturday 6th June – please make sure that you also have it 
clearly written, in bold and underlined, in your diaries!

The good news was that we had increased our takings substantially over 2018, 
when we were only able to distribute £4200. 2019, however, enabled us to 
increase our distribution to £6300, which also allowed us to expand the number 
of local charities and good causes to which we give money. These were the junior 
and senior football clubs, Market on the Green and the Otmoor Flyer. The 
following table shows our distribution over the past four years:

OTMOOR CHALLENGE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 2016–2019
2019 2018 2017 2016

HcS PC – Defibrillator – £500 – –
Sir George Croke Almshouses £700 £450 £700 £650
HcS Millennium Hall £1500 £1050 £1750 £1750
Friends of Beckley School £450 £150 £450 £100
Sobell House Hospice £300 £200 £300 £300
Army Cadet Force £150 £100 £150 £150
HcS Gardening Club £650 £575 £510 £550
HcS Women’s Institute £900 £675 £1050 £1100
St Barnabas Church PCC £700 £500 £700 £650
Thames Valley Air Ambulance £200 – £400 £400
Otmoor Flyer £100 – – –
Market on the Green £250 – – –
HcS Junior Football £200 – – –
HcS Senior Football £200 – – –
TOTALS £6300 £4200 £6010 £5800



11

We were very grateful to everyone 
who ran stalls and activities. This list 
shows the amount raised per activity 
in 2019:
Runners £5668
Walkers £1312.50
White Elephant £300
Gardening Club £763.20
WI £959.88
Raffle (Church) £114
Cakes (Church) £326.60
Flower Garlands £34
Ice-creams £140
Books £105
Bottle Stall £422
Hand-made Cards £55
Evening Bash £502.89
Bar £568.30
Coconut Shy £84
Beckley Orchard £25
Bedding Plants £22
Lovelace Avenue £40
Teddy Bears & Handbags £5
Buzzin Bottles £5
Bus Museum £20
WFGA £25
Book People £20
Breckon & Breckon Support £120.12
TOTAL £11,637.49

Planning for 2020 is already ongoing. 
There will not be a White Elephant 
Stall, and we thank the Lyster family 
for their work over the years in 
running it, and, sadly, Pauline Cox 
has decided that, after many years of 
running the Bottle Stall, 2019 was her 
last year. Again, our grateful thanks 
to Pauline and the Cox family for 

their amazing efforts – it has been 
one of our most successful money 
makers. We are, therefore, looking for 
someone to take over from Pauline. If 
you can do it, please contact me. We 
are also hoping to integrate elements 
of the successful “Market on the 
Green” into the event.

As far as the Otmoor Challenge 
Association committee is concerned, 
our current members are staying. 
However, Alan Read has joined 
us to help Colin Jenkins with the 
organisation and preparation of the 
half-marathon and walking courses; 
and Nick Tribble will shadow the 
chairman this year, with the intention 
of taking over for the 2021 event, 
although I will stay on the committee to 
assist him.

Once again, thank you to all of you 
who help and contribute to the success 
of the biggest event in the village year. 
Without you we would be lost, so 
please keep it up. The future of the 
Otmoor Challenge depends on new 
blood, new ideas and keeping up our 
community spirit. 2020 will be the 
41st annual Otmoor Challenge – let’s 
not allow it to fade away.

See you on Saturday 6th June 2020!

Andrew Pennington,  

Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association
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Horton-cum-Studley Toddler Group
Every Friday in the Millennium Hall, 10–11.30am.  

Contact Elizabeth Bennett on 07966-101027 for more details.

Millennium Village Hall
There is little new to report on the hall since the last issue. The fabric is now up 
to standard, but we face a further large expenditure to fit new fuse boxes. They 
are not illegal, but the circuit breakers do not comply with current regulations. 
The committee felt that with many people from outside the village using the hall, 
not to mention villagers, we should renew these fuse boxes, which are now 20 
years old. This will be done during the coming weeks. Many of you will have seen 
the ladies football coaching on a Sunday morning. There are 12 ladies signed up 
for it, and great fun and enjoyment is being had all round. Well done, Sam! We 
are very grateful to Barbara Jewell and her willing band of helpers who, in rota, 
keep a watch on hall consumables (e.g. paper hand towels, toilet rolls, washing up 
liquid, cleanliness). They are doing a great job and it is very good to have so many 
villagers involved in general maintenance other than just committee members. 
There is still room for more helpers, so please let us know if you wish to be 
included in the rota – at the moment it involves 3 weekly commitments per year.

I very much hope that the reduced hire charge for village activities will continue 
to attract all those wishing to hold meetings/parties/receptions. Bookings can be 
made via Hcshallbookings@gmail.com 

Derek Jewell (Chairman)

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

HARVEST

In Beckley our schoolchildren sing

To give thanks for the crops gathered in

As their young voices raise

We’re united in praise

For the harvest and joy that it brings
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY WI
At the end of July, we joined the other WIs in our group to celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Oxfordshire Federation of Women’s Institutes. Otmoor WI, 
Stanton St John WI and ourselves made a visit to Aston Pottery. We all set off in 
the morning to arrive for a very interesting talk and demonstration of the making 
of their pottery that they sell in their shop. Unfortunately, we all set off in pouring 
rain, so we were pleased this demonstration was held inside! After lunch, we then 
proceeded to a guided tour of the beautiful gardens. Fortunately, the rain had 
stopped at that point.

In August, we took a break from our usual meeting and on a lovely sunny 
afternoon we enjoyed a traditional Afternoon Garden Party. September saw 
us joining Otmoor WI for a very interesting talk by Carol Mackay, who is the 
Resilience and Emergencies Officer for Oxfordshire. We all came away from that 
meeting reassured that this County Council department is well prepared to help 
us all in an emergency. The meeting in October had the speaker Jane Abbott, who 
gave us a fascinating talk on Alpacas and a World of Fabulous Fluff. She told us 
about her herd of alpacas, then told us about her hobby turned business of felting

We do have some very interesting talk at our WI meetings, and we do invite any 
women residents of our village to join us and also enjoy some social activity. 
Enquiries can be made to Barbara Jewell (President) (tel. 351315 or email 
barbara.m.jewell@gmail.com).

Advance Notice
The first meeting of Horton-cum-Studley WI was held on 20th January 1920. 
Therefore, we will be celebrating our 100th Anniversary this coming January. 
To honour this occasion, we are going to hold a tea party on Saturday 25th 
January 2020 starting at 2.30 pm in the Millennium Hall. We invite all residents 
and families from the village to join us. Nearer the time you will be receiving an 
invitation and we would be very grateful if you could RSVP to help with planning 
catering requirements. More information later!!!!!

Barbara Jewell 

Please respect local farmland

Dog walkers please remember to keep to designated footpaths  
and horse riders please keep to designated bridleways.  

Dogs should be kept on leads where there is livestock nearby.
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Beckley Church of England Primary School
Church Street, Beckley, Oxford, OX3 9UT •  

Tel: 01865 351416 • Email: office@beckleyschool.org

Website: www.beckleyschool.org • Headteacher: Mr Mark Szortowski

Special Edition  The GREEN issue

At Beckley School we take our ethical duty to be Green seriously. Here are some 
examples of our work in being courageous advocates and taking responsibility 
(our focus value) for the future of our planet:

 Curriculum work on important topics such 
as climate change and natural habitats 
– we talk about being caring, avoiding 
waste and doing our bit in so many ways 
and situations

 Raised beds in garden area – sunflowers and 
potatoes grown

 Trees planted – more on the way from the 
Woodland Trust!

 Pupils’ presentations following attendance 
at climate events

 Water butts installed, with rainwater used to 
water plants

 Plastic pollution research project with 
Oxford Brookes Uni

 Families are encouraged to walk, cycle, 
scoot, car share or take the bus to and from 
school where possible

 Secondary glazing fitted to all windows, including 
in the hall

 Visits to Sutton Courtenay Environmental 
Education Centre

 Regular use of the outdoor classroom for 
curriculum lessons
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John Howell MP writes...

Many reports and papers are being published on climate change issues and 
I know that people can simply feel swamped with the information. This can 
lead to inertia. What is important now is not continued debate on whether 
or not we have the correct figures, but polices and action to move us in the 
direction of net zero. The independent Committee on Climate Change (CCC) 
advised that 2050 would be an ‘appropriate UK contribution to the Paris 
Agreement’ that is ‘in line with other climate leaders’ and is an ‘achievable’ 
target for the UK. The CCC also suggests that this is achievable with known 
and developing technologies, alongside improvements in people’s lives. There 
is much work to do nationally, internationally and at a local level. It is for 
governments to drive this forward and we need decisive cross-cutting action. 
In order to ensure that we have this, I would like to see a new responsibility 
in government to coordinate the policies of different departments relevant to 
net zero. This is not something that can be confined to one department. I also 
believe that investment in research to help bring forward new technologies is a 
key government responsibility and we are already seeing some of this. 

Email: howelljm@parliament.uk Phone: 0207-219 6676 or 01491-613072 
Address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA or Constituency Office, PO 
Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD. 

 Oxford-Cambridge Expressway – Save Otmoor 
campaign work

 Installation of new lighting with movement sensors

 Recycling bins in every classroom and shared areas

 Whole-school and class walks to Otmoor 
nature reserve

 Strong relationship with the RSPB – workshops 
and assemblies

 Participation in the popular Big Garden 
Birdwatch scheme

 Links with and visits to the Community Orchard 
in Beckley
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It’s not worth the risk

Do you know that 95% of traffic 
collisions are due to human error? 
Distraction, speeding, not wearing 
a seatbelt and driving under the 
influence of drink or drugs are the big 
fatal four on our county’s roads.

Could you?
• put your phone in your glove 

compartment or set your phone 
to do not disturb before you start 
your journey

• adjust your speed and make sure 
you have time to react to the 
unexpected

• make sure everyone is wearing 
their seatbelt before you set off

• get a taxi, the bus or be the 
designated driver on a night out

• make sure you’re safe to drive the 
morning after, you could still be 
over the drink drive limit, even if 
you feel fine

Oxfordshire County Council Fire and 
Rescue Service have put together top 
tips to help you avoid the fatal four, 
and have created a handy ‘don’t get 
caught out the morning after’ guide 
(365alive.co.uk/fatalfour).

Market on the Green – Christmas Market
Saturday 30th November

Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Hall
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Abingdon Arms News from Beckley and Area 
Community Benefit Society (BACBS)

BACBS is actively working towards the appointment of a new tenant for The 
Abingdon Arms. At the time of writing, the recruitment process is far advanced, 
and the new tenant will be announced as soon as contracts have been signed. 
Although it’s ambitious, we are working with the selected candidate towards their 
lease commencing on 1st November. Please look out for further information, then 
come along on or after 1st November to find out for yourself!

We will be talking to our new tenant about establishing a community lunch open 
to all members of our wider community, from Beckley and surrounding villages – 
we’ll let you know the outcome.

We look forward to an autumn poetry session entitled ‘Season of Mists’ on Sunday 
3rd November and a talk about Littlemore Hospital ‘From Pauper Lunatic Asylum 
to Mental Health Facility’ on Sunday 24th November – do put the dates in your 
diary now. The full programme for ‘More Than a Pub’ events will be circulated 
and displayed as you receive your Newsletter. If you would like to join the e-mail 
circulation list for this information, please let me know: stuck.mary@gmail.com

Mary Stuck
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE

New funding will help Age UK Oxfordshire to combat isolation and 
loneliness through three new projects – and the extension of a fourth.

1. The Centre for Ageing Better and the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) have given funding to five projects 
– including Age UK Oxfordshire’s Late Spring project – to pilot ways 
to make volunteering more age-friendly and inclusive. Many people 
in later life choose to give their time to volunteer, bringing a feeling 
of being more involved in their communities and a greater sense of 
meaning and purpose. But those who may benefit the most from 
volunteering face the most barriers to getting involved, including ill 
health, having less money or going through major life events such as 
bereavement or caring for loved ones. The project will be exploring 
ways to break down these barriers and support voluntary and 
community activity for over 50s.

2. The National Lottery Community Fund have awarded funding for 
two years to support the creation of a new network of Community 
Link volunteers to support people to engage in local community 
activities.

3. Oxfordshire County Council has awarded a year’s Sustainability and 
Transformation funding to develop a wider range of opportunities in 
parts of Oxford City – in areas where we know people are at high 
risk of feeling lonely.

4. Nationwide Building Society has awarded a grant to enable Age 
UK Oxfordshire to maintain and develop the Homeshare Oxford 
project. Nationwide has been looking to support charities dealing 
with the many issues around housing to help make a difference in 
communities across the region. The funding will allow Age UK 
Oxfordshire to employ another member of staff to support more 
home-sharing matches. For more information on Homeshare Oxford 
please visit www.homeshareoxford.co.uk
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GTs NEWS
Our monthly events over the summer 
have been varied and well supported. A 
day trip to Compton Verney was a great 
success and we particularly enjoyed 
the special exhibition on childhood 
portraits, examples of which spanned 
several centuries. In June, we walked 
part of the Thames Path, returning to 
Benson for an evening meal.

We supported Julia Slingo and her 
Market on the Green group in July by 
providing refreshments for stall holders 
and customers, and will do the same on 
November 30th when the same format 
will be used, although the event will be 
held inside the Millennium Hall.

A good number of villagers turned out 
for the Safari Lunch and it was a very 
jolly occasion, extra gratifying as we 
raised £640, which was shared between 
our church and the Oxfordshire branch 
of Parkinson’s UK.

Our forthcoming programme includes 
a theatre trip to see “Six”, a laughter 
therapy group session, a trip to see the 

Cherwell District Council
Delegates from 15 councils across England 
have converged on Bicester to understand 
more about the projects being delivered 
in the town. Some 58 guests, from as 
far away as Corby in Lancashire and 
Uttlesford in Essex, joined representatives 
of councils closer to Bicester, including 
Buckinghamshire County Council and 
Oxford City Council, on Thursday 26 
September for a whistle-stop tour of the 
town accompanied by workshops and 
guest speakers.

Commenting after the event, Cllr Barry 
Wood said: “It might be surprising to 
some, but Cherwell regularly gets requests 
from councils up and down the country to 
visit Bicester and learn a bit more about 
how we do things. Bicester is a rapidly 
growing town, but the way in which that 
development is happening is innovative 
and unique in many ways. From the self-
build project at Graven Hill to the eco 
developments in North-West Bicester, it is 
rare that so many creative schemes occur in 
the same place.”

Tim Hallchurch MBE 

[cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Oxford Operatic production of Crazy 
for You in January and a meal out at a 
local pub/ restaurant in February.

If you are interested in joining this very 
informal group for any of the events 
planned, ring Ruth on 01865-351444 or 
email ruth.david@live.com

Ruth David
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH
Market on the Green (MOG) – 
7th July
On a sunny day in July, the Green 
was transformed into Horton-cum-
Studley’s very own village market. 
Chair of the Parish Council, Sarah 
Foxcroft, opened the event and got 
us off to a good start with a rousing 
speech. With 17 stalls to choose 
from there was an amazing selection 
of locally sourced food and drink, 
beautiful art and crafts work, fabulous 
renovated furniture and lovely plants 
from our very own gardening group. 
The GTs did an excellent job of 
providing refreshments and created a 
lovely cafe area where people could 
meet and relax over a nice cuppa 
and cake! There were also useful 
information points about local village 
facilities/services, the current status 
of the proposed Expressway, the Mali 
elephant project and even a place 
where you could relax and have a 
face or hand massage. Taking things 
forward... feedback from stall holders 

and villagers has been positive, with 
the market raising awareness and 
funds for local groups, charities and 
small businesses alike. Based on this 
we have decided to continue running 
the Market on the Green, though the 
venue may move indoors during the 
winter months.

Feast of St Francis – 6th October
We welcomed Dr Margaret Adam, 
visiting Tutor in Christian Ethics at St 
Stephen’s House, Oxford, who gave 
us food for thought, including how 
we may think of ways to support our 
local farmers who face competition 
from big businesses to produce cheap 
meat. Eight dogs and one cockerel 
were very pleased to hear all she said 
and seemed to enjoy the hymns too. 
Thank you to every creature who 
came – people, dogs and cockerel. The 
collection will go to CreatureKind – 
a Christian charity that encourages 
Christians to recognise faith-based 
reasons for caring about the wellbeing 
of fellow creatures used for food.
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Harvest Festival – 13th October
A congregation of nearly 50 villagers 
and friends celebrated the Harvest 
Festival, with the service lead by Rev. 
Julian Dunn from Great Haseley. 
It was a joy to see the involvement 
of children taking food gifts to the 
altar, knowing that all of these kind 
donations from across the parish will 
be appreciated by those using the 
Thame Foodbank. Special thanks are 
due for the creativity of those whose 
decorations around the whole church 
were magnificent.

Michaelmas Fayre – 19th 
October
Thank you to all 
who contributed 
to the success of 
the Michaelmas 
Fayre, those 
who helped, 
those who donated and those who 
supported and, of course, to the 
Badger family for hosting. The 
weather was perfect and, as always, it 
was a lovely traditional country event. 
We raised £701.34 towards keeping 
our village church open and in good 
order.

Christmas Services
Sunday 15th December 
• 3pm – Carol Service – St Barnabas 

– with mulled wine and mince pies

Christmas Eve 
• 4pm – Crib Service

Come along with your torch to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Watch 
the children build the Nativity 
before your very eyes. Any child 
wishing to assist in the service, 
either by bringing up a figure, or 
reading a brief prayer or script, 
please contact Lynn Whitaker on 
01865-358838. 

• 11pm – Midnight Mass – Beckley

Christmas Day 
• 10am – Christmas Day – St 

Barnabas

Carol Welch (358122)
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB

Autumn has brought misty mornings, 
wonderful leaf colour and berries. The 
rain has been welcomed by gardeners 
(well perhaps not the really heavy 
downpours that caught some of us 
unawares) and it is a great time of 
year to move plants or put new plants 
into your garden. 

Our programme continues on Tuesday 
November 19th with Marcel Floyd 
telling us about clematis and other 
climbers. Marcel will be selling plants 
from his specialist nursery (bound 
to be some tempting bargains), so do 
come along if you have vertical gaps 
that need filling or want ideas for your 
own garden. Clematis does well in our 
heavy soil. 

We would like to nurture young 
gardeners and are keen to involve 
families in the club. Please contact 
me or come along to a meeting and 
share your ideas about how we might 
encourage gardeners of all ages – 
should we even have a competition at 
the Otmoor challenge? 

Visitors are very welcome at our 
meetings. For more information 
about our programme see the website: 
www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/
community/clubs/

If you would like to know more about 
the Gardening Club, please contact 
the chairman, Susan Burge on 01865-
351310.

Susan Burge 

Well done Jeanette Cocklin on your 
Macmillan Coffee Morning Fund-raising!  

Delicious CAKES!
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Crossword 
Entries to Pauline Cox at 
Grove House, Horton Hill. 

The first correct entry 
drawn after the closing 
date of 30 November 

will win a bottle of wine, 
please be sure to put your 
name and address on the 
entry. Answers available 

after the closing date 
from Pauline: pauline@

plcfitness.co.uk

The winner of the last 
crossword was Derek 

Jewell. 
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HUNGARIAN GOULASCH
Serves 4
2 tablespoons oil or lard

550g chuck steak trimmed and cut 
into 3.5cm cubes

3 cloves garlic chopped

850ml beef or chicken stock

3–4 level 
teaspoonfuls 
of paprika

1 large onion 
thinly sliced

1 tin tomato 
purée 

1 tin chopped 
tomato

2 teaspoons caster sugar

3–4 dessertspoons plain flour

Small carton sour cream

Dessertspoon caraway seeds if desired

Method
Melt lard in a deep pan with a lid and 
fry the meat and onions until onions 
are golden and the meat sealed. 

Pour hot stock over the meat.

Blend tomato purée, paprika, sugar 
and flour together. Add 4 tablespoons 
of the hot stock and mix thoroughly. 
Stir this mixture into the meat and 
onions and mix well.

Add caraway seeds.

Bring the casserole to the boil and 
cook in a slow oven for 2 hours.

Stir the meat from time to time.

Just before serving add the sour cream 
and serve with noodles.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
•ALL PROCEEDS 

TO THE FRIENDS 
OF BECKLEY 
SCHOOL 

•COLLECTION 
FROM HORTON 
CUM STUDLEY  

•DOORSTEP 
DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

•PRE-ORDER 
ESSENTIAL by 
NOVEMBER 28th 

•PLEASE SEE 
DOORSTEP FLYER 
FOR MORE 
DETAILS (OR CALL 
RACHAEL 07868 743 
332)
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 16 February 2020 . 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2019.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? Yes? 
Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk 
by 16 February 2020 for inclusion  

in the March issue.

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist. Established 20 years. 

Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and post-surgery recovery. Contact  

Judy Delafield on 07768-877568. Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON

I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles are available. 

Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.

Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN

Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley. For more details please get in touch:  

07960-659314/angelcolours5@yahoo.com

VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE

Contact Andy & Liz Campbell, White Gate, Church Lane, Horton-cum-Studley, call or text on 

 07855-300701, email: otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: otmoorpigcharcuterie.com

Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by, or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers market.
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Otmoor Riding Group – “BE NICE, SAY HI”

Cycling UK and The British Horse 
Society have joined forces with a 
consideration and courtesy awareness 
message of ‘Be Nice, Say Hi’ to help 
cyclists and horse riders to pass safely. 

The campaign message of ‘Be Nice, Say 
Hi’ informs cyclists how to safely pass 
horse riders both on and off the road. 
Horses can react quickly when startled, 
so the two charities are encouraging 
cyclists to drop their pace and call out 
a greeting, giving the horse and rider 
time to react before overtaking wide and 
slow. By alerting the rider and horse to 
their presence, cyclists run less risk of 
the horse reacting, and reduce the risk 
of injury – not just to the rider and their 
horse, but also themselves.

The collaboration between the two 
charities follows concern over viral 
video footage recorded at the Windsor 
Triathlon last year showing cyclists 

undertaking a horse and rider on a road 
at high speed, causing the horse to panic 
and bolt. This demonstrated the need 
for better advice for people cycling on 
how to overtake horses safely.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 

Pumpkin Weigh-in – Cathy Jenkins

Not Kansas – Justin Davey

Crib Service on Christmas Eve
I’m looking for some help from the youngsters to assist me at the Crib Service. 
If you would like to either bring up a figure to build the Crib, say a short Prayer 
(which I will help you with) or read a Bible verse (which I will assist with), then 
please let me know so I can include you. This is a most wonderful service on 
Christmas Eve that the whole village partakes in. Be part of it, and let me know 
if you can help. Call me on 01865-358838 and leave a message. Thank you!

Lynn Whitaker – Church Warden



Pumpkin Weigh-in – Cathy Jenkins Returning to Ragnall’s Lane – 
 Claudette Doe

Not Kansas – Justin Davey

River of Daisies – Kate MacFarlane

Golden Light (at the Mill Lane Footpath) 
– Katya Bungay-Hill

Snow Day in Horton-cum-Studley – 
Laura Mermet-Burnet



Tyto alba in Ragnall’s Lane – Gavin Law

Reserve Champion


