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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE 2019 – 40th Year

The gods of wind and rain turned 
against us in our 40th year. During 
the week leading up to the big day, 
the weather was fine and warm, but 
the forecast was threatening doom 
and gloom. Luckily, we managed 
to erect all the tents before the rain 
started, but Saturday morning opened 
with persistent rain and very gusty 
winds – enough to put off a significant 
number of walkers. However, the 
hardy annuals of the walking world 
turned out, and were soon striding 
into the gloom of Otmoor, leading 
210 walkers on both the long and 
short courses, prepared, signed and 
manned by Colin Jenkins and his 
excellent team. Successful finishers 
received a unique badge marking our 
40th year. As the morning went by the 
rain died away and the sun shone, but 
the wind remained gusty, forcing some 
temporary strengthening of our tents.

The fete was opened by our local 
MP, John Howell, who then met and 
talked to many attendees, particularly 
on the topic of the Expressway. A 
number of the fete’s attractions had 
to be scaled back because of the 
wind, including Breckon & Breckon’s 
excellent coconut shy, whilst the frame 
of Pauline Cox’s bottle stall suffered 
terminal damage, forcing her into 
the relative shelter of the marquee. 

Unfortunately, we were let down by 
the non-appearance of our provider 
of children’s games, although, with 
the wind problem, we would have had 
to do without things like the bouncy 
castle on safety grounds. The fete went 
on, however, under the direction of 
Frances Cox, with more than usual 
success for the Gardening Club, books 
and the White Elephant, not forgetting 
smaller stalls like the Flower 
Garlands. There was also more than 
the usual level of activity with visiting 
stalls in the hall, covering jewellery, 
books and other colourful wares. 
Gary Bassett’s bar provided suitable 
liquid refreshment to returning 
walkers and fete-goers, whilst the 
Wantage Silver Band entertained the 
crowds with their special brand of 
music. The teas were, as usual, a great 
success under the direction of Annie 
Anderson and her helpers from both 
the W.I. and the rest of the community. 

Registration of runners for the half-
marathon showed a trend towards 
increasing numbers of pre-entries, 
with over 160 of a total of 325 
starters having entered (and paid a 
reduced entry fee) before the day. 
Our statistics show that the runners 
included 102 women, and, of the total 
325, 109 runners were aged between 
40 and 50, 87 between 50 and 60, 
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and 31 over 60, with the remainder 
being under 40. Paul Fernandez, the 
individual winner in 1:18:28, won 
that prize for the sixth time, whilst 
Camilla Mitchell was winner of the 
ladies competition for the first time 
in 1:35:15. In this 40th year, the new 
cups awarded to runners aged over 
60 years were presented by their 
namesakes: Basil Lyster awarding 
the Lyster Cup to Graham Tull of 
Reading Road Runners, and Nick 
and Jill Meyjes presenting the Meyjes 
Cup to Jackie Duvall of Headington 
Road Runners. Richard Ogden, on 
a visit from Australia, was able to 
present the Ogden Trophy for the 
100th finisher to Jonathan White 
of Alchester Running Club, and a 
completely surprised James Smethurst 
received the unique 40th Year Prize 
for finishing in 40th place. All runners 
were awarded the special 40th year 
medal to mark the event.

The evening “Bash”, organised by 
Nick Tribble, was very successful, with 
the pig generously given and roasted 
by John Taylor (Mr Finn). Catherine 
Lange and her assistants excelled 
themselves again with an outstanding 
selection of salads, whilst Gary’s bar 
kept up the liquid supplies.

As we go to press, the results for this 
year look as if they will be close to our 
totals in 2017, with receipts at around 

the £11,000 mark. Andy Marshall, 
our treasurer, will be finalising that, 
and ensuring that all our bills are paid 
so that we can discuss distribution 
of funds in the next few weeks. 
If you have suggestions for new 
distributions, please contact me with 
details as soon as possible.

Please remember that the Otmoor 
Challenge does not just happen – it 
needs people, ideas and a community 
spirit. After 40 years it is time for 
new people, new ideas, but the same 
contribution to the community. 
The format is not fixed – it can be 
changed by the Horton-cum-Studley 
community to maintain its purpose 
but in different ways. Can you take up 
the Challenge and do your bit? Why 
not discuss your views with me, or 
any other member of the committee.

Andrew Pennington – Chairman
Basil Lyster
Jill Meyjes
Andy Marshall
Colin Jenkins
Julia Slingo
Frances Cox

Andrew Pennington,  

Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association
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The Studley Stragglers Report – a 
Runner’s Perspective

The heavy rain in the morning made runners concerned for a wet and muddy 
course. However, the strong wind in a couple of hours had largely dried it 

out, and with moderate temperatures, it proved to be near ideal conditions. 
Just a little headwind around Murcott to Charlton. Great course again, 

substantial bridge repairs at Oddington, well-marked, strimmed and trimmed 
route, nice to have the longest-mile back for the end, thanks to Colin Jenkins 

and his team of helpers.

Tim Dixon

[Note: The Stragglers failed in their objective of protecting any visiting team 
from winning the wooden spoon – this year they came 20th of 22 teams!  
The rival Horton Hobblers were 10th. Congratulations to both teams!]

Millennium Village Hall

At the end of March, the Chairperson, 
Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Millennium Hall Committee resigned. 
Our thanks are given to Lorraine 
Dixon, Liz Pugh and Sarah Foxcroft 
for all their hard work over the last 
few years. The current management 
committee has already shown 
considerable enthusiasm for making 
the hall become even more integral to 
village life. We have already formed 
several sub-committees with specific 
roles. Thus, Jess MacKenzie leads a 
group to organise social events, Barry 
White is in charge of facilities, ably 
supported by Pete Whitaker (who has 

contributed so much to maintenance 
over many years) and Sam Mitchell, 
and Barbara Jewell is coordinating 
a large group of ladies who, in 
rotation, will check the hall weekly for 
supplies. We have had many bookings 
from outside the village over the 
last 2 months and our thanks go to 
David Russell who coordinates these 
bookings so efficiently. Mike Bennett 
as secretary and Rachael Ayers as 
treasurer are already providing 
considerable support for the new 
regime.

Derek Jewell (Chairman)
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The Great Otmoor Challenge 
(An Epic Poem in the style of William McGonagall)

Some five miles north of the Great City of Oxford,
Where learned men and women do great feats of intellect put forth,
Lies Otmoor, a windswept land of fen and reed,
Where birds of the air do descend, there to raise their young and to feed,
And, once a year, the Great Otmoor Challenge does all athletic expectations exceed!

Taking place every year on the first Saturday of June,
And starting – in the heat of the day – two hours after the stroke of noon,
Unless contemporaneous events cause this date to be inconvenient,
In which case the committee reserves the right to select a date more expedient,
‘Tis an annual event of great valour, might and power,
That truly over all other such events does tower.

The Challenge is for the athletes to traverse,
Full thirteen miles, not clockwise but in reverse,
Passing through on their weary way,
The seven towns of Otmoor, without the least delay.

Gathering on the field adjacent to the Millennium Hall,
Hundreds of athletes anxiously await starter’s orders, ready to give their all.
‘Tis a marvellous sight to behold when first they bound forward,
Released by the starter and then, with great strides, leaping ever onward.

From Horton-cum-Studley onward to Murcott they must rush,
Then through Fencott to Charlton, past hedge, tree and bush.
Next lies Oddington followed closely by Noke,
Where a kindly villager proffers a garden hose to soothe weary runners with a cooling 
soak.
Then the way is by field paths and the Roman road onward to Beckley,
Before heading homewards to the north and to Horton-cum-Studley.

The distance be great, requiring arduous preparation,
For those that run rather than traversing the course by means of more leisurely 
perambulation.
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Woe are them that do not adopt a prudent approach to maintaining hydration,
Requiring paramedics to rush to their aid and causing widespread consternation!

For mile after mile, the competitors race,
Over field, track, stile, bridge and road at a quite fearsome pace.
The fiery orb it sends down its beams with oppressive heat and rapidity,
And the effect on the runners is terrible due to the high relative humidity.

Though the course be long and arduous, by the tenth mile,
It has been known for the unwary to venture a complacent smile.
That they have triumphed over the course now seems a matter of certainty,
The ten flat miles just completed having lured them into a false sense of security.

Alas! With a gnashing of teeth and a great anguished wailing,
The unwary note with despair that the onward gradient now prevailing,
Is unrelentingly uphill and growing ever more steep,
For the approach to Beckley causes many to cease their frivolous contemplations, and 
to weep.

But just when the last ounce of strength seems to have been expended,
The hill is surmounted, and a wondrous view over Otmoor lies below, extended,
The Challenge has rightly earned every runner’s unreserved respect,
And the last two miles are now a pleasant and more manageable prospect.

The last stretch to the finish line beckons to all,
With the promise of a medal, refreshments, and the adulation of all,
Oh! Tis a truly wondrous event, and many it has defeated,
This great Otmoor Challenge of which I have just treated.

But now I must conclude my lay,
And it only remains for me duly to say,
That, whilst many have trifled with the Challenge, and come undone,
The humble, well-trained athlete more oft than not has mastered the course … 
and won.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who attended the Annual 
Parish Meeting, and thank Rosie White from the Good Neighbourhood Scheme, 
and Stuart McClaure from the Environment Agency Catchment Partnership, 
for speaking. The village will be looking into whether a Good Neighbourhood 
Partnership would be beneficial for our community.

The Parish Council thanked everyone involved in the Otmoor Challenge, and 
the Millennium Village Hall Committee, including the outgoing Management 
Committee and the new Committee and Trustees. Jill Meyjes, Barbara Jewell and 
Kate MacFarland were also thanked for their participation in the Otmoor Flyer 
bus scheme.

Claudette Doe, Jenna Zan, Carol Welch, Kathy Jenkins, and Richard and Rachel 
Hawes were thanked for their part in the publishing and distribution of the 
Horton-cum-Studley Newsletter and the Four Parishes News Magazine. Both 
publications are well received in the village.

Pete Whittaker was thanked for all the odd jobs he does around the village. Andy 
Marshall was thanked for auditing the accounts of both the Parish Council and 
Millennium Hall. The Chair thanked her fellow Councillors for their time and 
commitment to the Parish, and Alexia Lewis for her work as Parish Clerk.

A reminder to everyone to please report pots holes  
(https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/), and to clear up after their dogs.

Sarah Foxcroft 

Chair – Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council 

horton-cum-studley.org.uk

Basic logo

https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
horton-cum-studley.org.uk
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Oxford-Cambridge Expressway Update 

Name change
Initially known as the Horton-
cum-Studley Expressway Group, 
we’ve changed our name to the 
No Expressway Group. This more 
accurately reflects our purpose and 
that we don’t just represent Horton-
cum-Studley where we first started. We 
have active members from Horton-
cum-Studley, Beckley, Stanton St John, 
Forest Hill, Elsfield and Charlton-on-
Otmoor.

No Expressway Group 
activities
It’s been a very busy 3 months for 
the group, as we continue to focus 
efforts on raising awareness of the 
proposed expressway and associated 
development. We have presented at 
9 village and annual parish meetings, 
the updated travelling pagoda has 
been to 4 fetes so far and 12 parish 
councils have bought our “Under 
Threat” signs. We are in regular 
contact now with 37 parish councils 
and village groups, and are supporting 
the set up of three of these new 
groups.

We have also launched the first of our 
“Expressway Stories” on our website 
noexpressway.org and YouTube. These 
stories aim to show what is good and 
beautiful about the places in which 
we live and what we will lose if the 
Oxford-Cambridge expressway goes 
ahead. This short film, “Expressway 
Stories – Otmoor”, features our 
Horton-cum-Studley artist Nick 
Mynheer talking about Otmoor, its 
influence on his work, the importance 
of open countryside and what could 
be lost if the expressway were to go 
ahead. Our next film is underway, so 
watch this space! A huge thank you to 
Elsie Barker for directing and editing 
this, and to Nick Mynheer and Zac 
Shannon for taking part.

Our website has also been going 
through a makeover, with huge thanks 
to Cat Wood for her help and hard 
work. All our updates and event 
information are on noexpressway.
org, as is a simple 1-2-3 guide on how 
you can help, including the facility to 
donate to the campaign.

noexpressway.org
noexpressway.org
noexpressway.org
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Not just a road!
Advocates of the expressway 
are pushing for it to enable 
“transformational development” of 
the counties along the arc. We have 
completed further analysis of Highways 
England’s Corridor Assessment 
Report (CAR) to understand what 
they have done to model “aspirational 
growth potential estimates of workers 
and jobs”. Highways England have 
estimated the growth in workers and 
jobs that the expressway would enable 
at key locations (junctions) along 
potential expressway routes. They have 
done this for both of the preferred 
corridor sub-options, B1 (West and 
North of Oxford) and B3 (South and 
East of Oxford). 

The aspirational growth Highways 
England has estimated is very 
substantial for both B1 and B3 
options but is greatest when it goes 
through open countryside, presently 
with fewer dwellings and cars. Thus, 
there is more “spare capacity” at each 
expressway junction, allowing more 
aspirational growth. 

• Aspirational growth estimates 
for corridor B3 suggest > 50,000 
new jobs and workers within 4 
km radius of an “East of Oxford” 
junction AND > 80,000 new jobs 
and workers within a 4 km radius 
of an “East of Oakley” junction

• These are huge estimates; for 
example, just the “East of Oakley” 
worker population is equivalent 
to a total population of 150,000 
people, about the size of Oxford 
City in 2017 (154,600). 

The CAR emphasises that its 
aspirational figures are maximum 
possible values at each location and 
yet even these do not meet the total 
numbers of expressway-enabled 
houses proposed by the National 
Infrastructure Commission. This 
means that many more additional 
houses could be built in regions other 
than those directly affected by the 
expressway. Oxfordshire’s total share 
of housing across the arc is 300,000 
new homes, which would more than 
double the county’s housing.

Who speaks for you?
A Freedom of Information request 
has provided minutes of a March 
2018 Highways England meeting with 
a very select group of stakeholders 
(including local businesses, 
universities, some wildlife trusts/
countryside groups and potential 
investors) detailing the following:

“Engagement with members of the 
public on corridors is challenged by 
the scale of the Project area. There 
are c.3.3 million people living in the 
arc. Consultation on corridors would 
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require years of additional work at 
substantial cost to taxpayers. It would 
also leave a level of uncertainty across 
the region that was undesirable.

The Project Team are therefore 
engaging with Stakeholder Reference 
groups who themselves represent 
various public interests (environment, 
road users etc).”

Thus, we, the public, were excluded 
from all Highways England decisions 
thus far because there are far 
too many of us! The only elected 
stakeholders on their list are County 
and District Councillors. Councillors 
must be held accountable for 
consulting widely with us on this 
important issue and playing an active 
role as stakeholder, in reflecting our 
views back to Highways England. 
Our County Councillor Dan Sames 
spoke with Barry Wood (Cherwell 
District Councillor and Chair of the 
Arc Leaders Group) and reported 
back that Cllr Wood “is amenable” to 
having an open Council meeting for 
the community to express their views. 
Please write to your Councillors to 
lobby for an open Council meeting 
and to request that they ensure one 
more expressway route option is 
included for consultation with those 
announced later this year: that of 
‘none of the above’.

What’s next?
Highways England will announce 
route options in Autumn 2019 and 
then start non-statutory consultation 
with the public for the first time. 

The No Expressway Group has 
been asked to meet with Highways 
England at the end of July. We will 
be discussing the consultation process 
amongst other things.

Highways England is not responsible 
for delivering the housing and 
business development, Councils are. 
The Arc Leaders Group, chaired 
by Barry Wood, was set up by the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government (MHCLG) 
and is responsible for the development 
plan across the whole “Arc” of the 
proposed expressway. It has promised 
community “engagement” for Summer 
2019 about the plan for business and 
housing development in all counties 
along the Oxford – Cambridge Arc. 

Take part and have your voice 
heard. We will post details about 
the consultation and engagement 
processes on our noexpressway.org 
website once known.

BBOWT’s legal challenge is in 
court. BBOWT’s legal challenge 
to Highways England is for not 
following UK and EU law by failing 

noexpressway.org
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to complete a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment before selecting a 
preferred corridor. This case is in 
court on 19/20th June. At the time of 
writing we are awaiting the outcome.

Save the dates! 
On 7th July, the No Expressway 
Group invite you to ‘Walk the Moor’ 
again! Starting from Horton-cum-
Studley Millennium Hall at 10.15am, 
with a lunch-break at The Crown 
in Charlton from 12.30–2pm and a 
child friendly route in the afternoon. 
Refreshments will be served in 
Horton-cum-Studley from 4pm. 

Keep up with all the latest 
news, insight and events on 
our website noexpressway.org

We’ve also just launched our 
Facebook No Expressway Group. 
Do follow us and share with your 
networks!

No Expressway signs for your garden? 
Campaign ideas? Questions? 

Please contact Olivia Field at 
noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com

Christmas Tree Thank You from Friends of Beckley School!
The Friends of Beckley School (FOBS) would like to express our heartfelt 
thanks to all those who supported our Christmas tree sale in December. 
This raised a massive £983.20, which will help fund new laptops and 

chrome books for the school.

We have further exciting events planned for this year. If you would like 
to support us through charitable giving, please contact us via email at 

beckleyfobs@gmail.com

Thank you! The FOBS Committee

Oakley Pre-School
We are open Monday to Friday 9am – 3pm, with a Breakfast Club available for 

children aged 3+ from 7.40am. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact us at  
preschool@oakley.bucks.sch.uk or ring 07791-226 473.

www.oakleypreschool.co.uk

noexpressway.org
mailto:noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com
mailto:beckleyfobs@gmail.com
mailto:preschool@oakley.bucks.sch.uk
www.oakleypreschool.co.uk
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A visit to the Classic Tennis Tournament in Birmingham in June

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB
July 20th 2019 – End of Coaching BRUNCH!

All members welcome and non-members from the village – a great way to meet 
new people. See you at 10am!

Sara Mander (Chairman)

W.I. Refreshments at the Otmoor Challenge
I would like to say a big thank you for all the wonderful cakes donated to 
the W.I. refreshments at the Otmoor Challenge. We had a bumper day and 
the cakes were just delicious. Mary Berry would have been very proud of our 

cake makers!

Thank you also to all our willing helpers on the day. The bap 
fillers turn up very early to fill 120 baps and work brilliantly as 
a team. The helpers throughout the day work so hard and we are 
most grateful. Thank you very much!

Annie Anderson
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Please Send in your Entries for the Horton-cum-Studley 
Photography Competition 2019

Photos should be taken around Horton-cum-Studley and Otmoor. We are 
especially looking for images that are recognizable as being taken in our village 
or surrounding locations. The competition is open to residents of Horton-cum-
Studley. Entries are limited to a maximum of 5 photos per person and close 
on 31st August 2019. All photographers with winning images will win a prize. 
Enquiries to Alexia Lewis [351025]. Send your entries (high-resolution files 
please), with a title for each image to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Photo of a Brown Hare taken by Ron Perkins (competition judge)

Safari Lunch
On August 11th, there will be a Safari Lunch around Horton-cum-Studley 
starting at 12.30pm. There will be three courses at three different venues. 
The tickets are £15.00 for adults and £5.00 for children. Any offers to host a 
course would be much appreciated.

Tickets are available from Mo Caldwell at 3 Priory Close (tel. 351400) and 
Ruth David at Attock House, Church Lane (tel. 351444). Or email ruth.
david@live.com for further information.

mailto:hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:ruth.david@live.com
mailto:ruth.david@live.com
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Walk for Parkinson’s – Oxford
Join Parkinson’s UK on Sunday 22 September 2019 for our ninth sponsored 
Walk for Parkinson’s – Oxford. We have three exciting new routes, all giving you 
the opportunity to see some of Oxford’s beautiful, historic buildings as well as 
its wonderful green spaces. With a walk to suit everyone, choose from 1.5 miles, 
4.5 miles or 8 miles. Experience the Radcliffe Camera in its full glory, marvel in 
the wonderful architecture of the Bodleian Library and the Sheldonian Theatre, 
spot hidden Colleges, walk under the famous Bridge of Sighs and stroll across the 
Oxford University Parks.

Entry fee is £12 for adults and £5 for under 16s and all walkers will receive a 
Parkinson’s UK t-shirt, plus a medal on completing the walk.

The sponsorship raised from the Walk for Parkinson’s – Oxford will go 
towards funding the research project ‘Investigating the Waste Disposal System 
in Parkinson’s’, taking place in the Pharmacology Department at the University 
of Oxford. This research project will be looking at fatty molecules called lipids, 
which play an important role in keeping the brain working properly, to try to 
identify what type of lipids are involved in Parkinson’s.

You can find out more and register at www.parkinsons.org.uk/walkoxford or 
contact the Regional Fundraising Team on 020 7963 3912 or email fundraising@
parkinsons.org.uk
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mailto:fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk


16

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

The Horton-cum-Studley W.I. finished 
its year with an Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday 12th March 
at 7.45pm. At the meeting, reports 
were read out by the Secretary and 
Treasurer, and the President thanked 
the Committee for all their hard work 
during the year. A vote was held to 
elect Officers for the coming year and 
the following were elected to serve on 
the committee: 

President Barbara Jewell
Vice-president Barbara Raleigh
Secretary Jane Pennington
Treasurer Rachel Hawes

Committee members
 Annie Anderson
 Linda Marshall

The first meeting of our new year 
was held on 9th April, when we had 
a very interesting talk on the history 
and philosophy of hairdressing. It 
was fascinating to learn about the 
development of hairdressing over 
the ages and subsequently in modern 
times. We were also shown the 
different lotions that can be used on 
the hair to nourish and protect it.

It was sad for us at this meeting to say 
goodbye to a very long-time member of 
our W.I., Julie Ogden. Julie had held the 

offices of both President and Secretary 
for many years. Sadly, she could not 
be present at this meeting as she had 
already moved to Bampton, but we 
were able to send her a card and book 
about the history of Denman College 
where she paid many visits.

May was the month of Resolutions 
prior to the big vote at the Annual 
Meeting of the National Federation 
of Women’s Institutes in June. There 
were two Resolutions this year that 
we had to cast a vote on: firstly, to 
raise awareness of the importance of 
cervical screening, and secondly, to 
call upon the government and local 
authorities to look into the decline 
in bus services. Needless to say, both 
these resolutions carried a strong 
positive majority.

We look forward to our meeting 
later in June when we have invited 
a speaker, Emma Hamer, who will 
talk about ‘Your Harvest – Safe and 
Affordable Food’.

We would warmly welcome any 
lady who is interested in joining our 
W.I. group to talk to any current 
member or contact the President, 
Barbara Jewell (tel. 351315 or email 
barbara.m.jewell@gmail.com).

Barbara Jewell

mailto:barbara.m.jewell@gmail.com
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Market on the Green
Saturday 6th July

10am – 2pm

Horton-cum-Studley village green

The Otmoor Flyer

When we lost our bus service in 2016, Oxfordshire County Council (O.C.C.) 
devised a scheme whereby their minibuses and drivers could be hired, at cost, by 
individuals or groups, for all those who, in their words, “do not have suitable 
access to public transport”. A small committee was formed from the four villages 
Horton-cum-Studley, Beckley, Forest Hill and Stanton St John to organise this.

We were able to book a regular slot, going into Oxford, via Beckley, twice a week 
on Tuesdays and Fridays, leaving at 10.30am from the Brill Road and coming 
back at 1.15pm from Broad Street. Forest Hill and Stanton St John have their 
minibus on Mondays and Thursdays.

The drivers are unable to accept money, so tickets need to be bought in advance 
(from me in Horton) at £15, which gives 10 single journeys. Sadly, the elderly Bus 
Pass is not accepted. Cost per week to O.C.C. is £116.00, about £6000 a year. 
Ticket money at the moment is insufficient to cover the cost, so the four parish 
councils have kindly stepped in to pay the difference.

O.C.C. monitor numbers using the bus, to check whether it is being well used. We 
have a very loyal band of users, but always hope for more. The scheme is fully 
booked in rural areas and there are some villages with no transport at all, who are 
on a waiting list for a minibus. So, although we are aware the bus is sadly no help 
for anyone working, it is a lifeline for those without a car and is fulfilling a very 
important need. We do hope that perhaps more of you will consider using it, to 
make sure we keep the service. You will be helping the environment, and avoiding 
the Oxford traffic and parking charges, so that must be good.

Jill Meyjes (351496)
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Abingdon Arms News From BACBS
BACBS link for Horton-cum-Studley is Mary Stuck: stuck.mary@gmail.com

CULTURAL PROGRAMME
For your diaries, future scheduled talks include:

‘Delarivier Manley (c1670–1724): A (local) favourite before The Favourite’ by 
Prof Ros Ballaster (29th September)

‘Edgar Allan Poe: poems and stories for Halloween’ by Dr Peter Malin (27th 
October)

‘Littlemore Hospital: from Pauper Lunatic Asylum (1840s) to Mental Health 
Facility (1990s)’ by Prof John Stewart (24th November)

‘The Otmoor Riots in Social Context’ by Dr Mavis Bayton (29th March 2020)

We are always on the lookout for future sessions. Do you have any suggestions for 
talks? Please email Mike Hobbs at mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com.

JAZZ AT THE ABINGDON ARMS
Regulars know that we have attracted some excellent musicians to play at our 
community pub. This month on Sunday 21st July, 6.30–8.30pm, Stuart Henderson 
(trumpet), Tom Berger (keyboards), Raf Mizraki (bass). Free entry, raffle 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS, AFTERNOON TEAS
These regular events at the pub are great ways to meet old friends and make new 
friends from Beckley and our wider community: coffee morning (2nd Friday of the 
month: 12th July, 10–11.30am), afternoon tea (last Wednesday: 31st July, 4–5.30pm). 

CHILDREN’S AFTER SCHOOL CAFÉ
Thurs 4th July, 3.30pm 

Also, organised by Aimee Butterfield for The Abingdon Arms:

Wed 3rd July, 7.30pm, PUB QUIZ

For more details of More Than a Pub events, please check the BACBS website: 
www.bacbs.org

LOCAL WALKING MAPS
The small, folding laminated maps of the Otmoor area, which we commissioned 
from Yellow Maps, are selling well. Our map identifies pubs, shops, 
commemorative plaques and – just in case – cardiac defibrillators. Perfect for 

mailto:stuck.mary@gmail.com
mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
www.bacbs.org
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local walking, and a great gift, the maps are on sale for £4.50 from The Abingdon 
Arms, Stanton St John and Islip shops, and other Otmoor pubs.

TOILET CONSTRUCTION
The internal toilet area – divided into a fully accessible toilet with baby-changing 
facilities, women’s and men’s loos – is now being fitted out. The pub’s front door 
has been widened and the entrance ramp partially levelled to make access easier 
for all who are infirm or in wheelchairs. A noticeboard and cycle racks will be 
installed. The grand opening of the beautiful new toilets is anticipated in late July. 
We thank everyone for their patience, customers and staff of the pub alike. The 
end is in sight!

Mary Stuck

Have you ever thought of becoming  
an on-call firefighter?

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service are looking for On-call Firefighters to join 
their team!

Do you want to earn extra money, serve your community and save lives in a 
rewarding role? If so, a career as an On-call Firefighter might be just the thing for 
you.

On-call Firefighters are the backbone of the fire service and anyone can be one. 
If you’re employed full-time, are a parent, out of employment or just have some 
spare time, you can respond to 
emergency calls.

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service 
are looking for anyone over the age 
of 18, who is physically fit (this can 
be worked on), doesn’t suffer from 
vertigo, claustrophobia or dislike 
the sight of blood. They need good 
common sense, to be enthusiastic, 
reliable and honest.

If this sounds of interest, please 
visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
oncallfirefighters

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH

Vicar Vacancy
A further advertisement to fill 
our vicar vacancy has resulted in 
no applicants. However, we are 
fortunate to have a committed PCC, 
churchwardens, volunteer clergy 
and licensed lay ministers who will 
continue to provide support during 
a further period without a vicar. 
Thank you to all concerned for your 
commitment, time and dedication 
to keeping St Barnabas thriving and 
growing.

Tearfund Service and Lunch 
The Tearfund lunch was kindly hosted 
this year by David and Julia Slingo. 

The amount raised for Tearfund 
was about £400. Contributions are 
enabling Ethiopian Christians to 
organise people from poor families 
into self-help groups. The groups 
work mainly with women from the 
poorest families in urban areas who 
require supporting action on a number 
of fronts including literacy and 
education and training on HIV and 
AIDS, health, hygiene and sanitation. 
Thank you for all who attended 
and also to those who provided the 
wonderful soups and bread.

Village Book Swap
Please feel welcome to come and 
browse the book swap/library at 
the back of the church. Everyone is 
welcome. Children’s books too. The 
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Village Book Swap 
Please feel welcome to come and browse the book swap/library at the back of the church. Everyone 
is welcome. Children’s books too. The church is open every day – just pop in. Please also feel free to 
donate any books you no longer wish to keep. 

 

Otmoor Challenge 
Well done Lynn Whitaker and Rita Turner, who completed the Otmoor Challenge walk and between 
them have raised over £1300 for St Barnabas Church. Message from Lynn: “I would like to say a big 
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church is open every day – just pop 
in. Please also feel free to donate any 
books you no longer wish to keep.

Otmoor Challenge
Well done Lynn Whitaker and Rita 
Turner, who completed the Otmoor 
Challenge walk and between them 
have raised over £1300 for St 
Barnabas Church. Message from 
Lynn: “I would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone who sponsored me on 
the 13 mile Otmoor challenge walk, 
despite the rain and poor conditions 
I still completed it within 4 hours. 
Thank you so much, your monies, 
nearly £800, are much appreciated 
and will all go towards the upkeep of 
our village Church.” Rita raised £538 
for St Barnabas and is “very grateful 
for all support and encouragement she 
received to complete the challenge as 
well as donations from friends near 
and far.” Very well done both. That is 
an amazing amount.

Flowers
I have spotted some beautiful flower 

arrangements in St Barnabas over 
the last few weeks. The arrangers are 
unsung heroes. We would miss the 
flowers if they were not there. They 
look beautiful and smell wonderful 
too and help the church to feel alive 
and loved. Thank you to everyone 
who takes the time to supply and 
arrange these displays. They are very 
much appreciated.

Carol Welch (358122)

Contacts
Churchwardens: Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne (351018) 
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Crossword 
Entries to Pauline Cox at 
Grove House, Horton Hill. 

The first correct entry 
drawn after the closing 
date of 31 July will win 
a bottle of wine, so be 
sure to put your name 

and house on the entry. 
Answers available after 
the closing date from 

Pauline:  
pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

The winner of the 
last crossword was 

Ron Perkins.

mailto:pauline@plcfitness.co.uk
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB
June gardens are ablaze with the colour offered by plants such as geraniums 
(cranesbills), roses (particularly fine) and peonies. Slugs and snails seem to be less 
of a problem this year and hostas are holding up well. We are all busy tackling 
weeds, dead-heading and controlling the lush spring growth with cunningly 
hidden stakes or coppiced hazel. Do your staking before the plants start to topple 
over! 

Our plant stall at the Otmoor Challenge was a huge success. Thank you so much 
to all those who donated plants or helped to run the stall. Members are visiting 
Jacobs Field Lavender in Islip on July 22nd and Aston Pottery on August 21st. 
For more information about our programme see the website: www.horton-cum-
studley.org.uk/community/clubs/.

If you would like to know more about the Gardening Club, please contact the 
chairman, Susan Burge on 01865-351310.

Susan Burge 

Poppy Alliums

Social Night at Studley Wood Golf Club

On the last Friday of each month, Studley Wood Golf Club put on a meal 
specially for villagers. They provide a simple but very tasty menu, which 
changes every month. Large tables are set out, which works well if you are 
on your own or new to the village. A notice is put on the village green as 
a reminder and Iveta will send a menu choice to those who have provided 
their email address, so that they can send their choice of food to her 
beforehand. If you would like to put yourself on her emailing list, contact 
her on iveta@studleywoodgolfclub.co.uk

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/
www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/
mailto:iveta@studleywoodgolfclub.co.uk
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TANGERINE ICE CREAM FOR A DINNER PARTY

8 medium to large tangerines
175 g caster sugar
200 ml water
Juice of half a lemon
1 egg yolk
300 ml double cream

Cut tops off the tangerines and 
carefully scoop out the flesh. Keep the 
tops.

Cover 6 of the tangerines and their 
tops and place in fridge (leaving 2 
aside).

Squeeze half a pint of juice from the 
tangerine flesh.

Boil water and sugar in a saucepan 
over a high heat for 10 minutes to 
make a syrup. Remove pan and allow 
to cool, then stir in the tangerine and 
lemon juice.

Beat the egg yolk and stir into the 
syrup, returning all to the heat. Reheat 
on gentle heat for 5 minutes, stirring 
all the time. When cool, pour syrup 
mix into a freezer container with a 
tight fitting lid and place in the freezer 
until lightly set. 

Grate the rind of the remaining 
tangerines and beat the cream until 
stiff.

Break the frozen syrup into a bowl 
and beat furiously until you have 
an even texture. Beat in the cream 
and tangerine rind until you have an 
even colour and texture, and return 
the mix to the freezer for two and a 
half hours. Turn out mixture again, 
breaking it down as before into an 
even texture, return to freezer.

Scoop the ice cream into the prepared 
tangerine shells, over filling them 
so that about half an inch of ice 
cream shows above the rim. Pop the 
tangerine tops on at a jaunty angle, 
place the tangerines on small saucers 
adding a mint leaf for decoration and 
serve. The filling of the tangerines 
can be done much the day before and 
kept in the freezer until needed. Take 
them out of the freezer about an hour 
before you are going to serve them.

Using an ice-cream making machine 
speeds up the whole process.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 18 October 2019. 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2019.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE

Contact Andy & Liz Campbell, White Gate, Church Lane, Horton-cum-Studley, call or text on 
 07855-300701, email: otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: otmoorpigcharcuterie.com

Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by, or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers market.

FOR SALE

Camping Gaz 2 burner cooker and grill – NEVER USED. £25.00. Tel. 01865-351496.

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? Yes? 
Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk 
by 18 October 2019 for inclusion in 

the November issue.

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist. Established 20 years. 
Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and post-surgery recovery. Contact  

Judy Delafield on 07768-877568. Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON

I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles are available. 
Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.

Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN

Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley. For more details please get in touch:  
07960-659314/angelcolours5@yahoo.com

mailto:claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com
otmoorpigcharcuterie.com
mailto:claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:judy@home-physio.co.uk
www.home-physio.co.uk
mailto:cjgharrison08@googlemail
mailto:angelcolours5@yahoo.com
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Beckley Church of England Primary School
Church Street, Beckley, Oxford, OX3 9UT 
Tel: 01865 351416 • Email: office@beckleyschool.org
Website: www.beckleyschool.org  
Headteacher: Mr Mark Szortowski

Who We Are
Beckley Church of England Primary is 
a school offering an excellent education 
in a happy, secure and stimulating 
learning environment where Christian 
values are embraced by all. We have 
high expectations and our ethos 
both encourages and promotes an 
atmosphere where children can be 
themselves and achieve their very best. 
With approximately 120 children on 
roll, we serve the villages of Beckley, 
Elsfield, Horton-cum-Studley, Stanton 
St John and Forest Hill. We also 
attract children from Headington and 
other areas of Oxford. The village of 
Beckley itself is situated 6 miles north-
east of Oxford and the school lies in a 
quiet lane close to the parish church, 
surrounded by picturesque countryside. 
We offer parents the option of wrap-
around care, from 8am to 5.30pm. 
We are delighted to be a part of the 
River Learning Trust, which offers 
many opportunities for support and 
challenge, and enables us to continue to 
work closely with other schools in our 
partnership.

Botanic Garden and Pitt Rivers 
Visit, and Natural History 
Museum Visit
Years 4 and 5 enjoyed a superb visit to 
the heart of Oxford. Pupils participated 
in hot art in the tropical and desert 
glass houses of the stunning Botanical 
Gardens. According to the children 
themselves, a memorable highlight 
involved seeing bananas, oranges, 
lemons and cacao plants growing. At 
the Pitt Rivers Museum, the children 
relished in the opportunity to fully 
explore the incredible array of artefacts 
on display. Little Egret and Lapwing 
classes visited Oxford’s brilliant Natural 
History Museum. Highlights included 
viewing fossilised dinosaur skin and 
coming face-to-face with a T-Rex 
jawbone!

 

 

[Please set the Beckley school article on the last non-cover page and the Inside Back page.] 
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mailto:office@beckleyschool.org
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Science Visits
Our bi-weekly visits to Skylark and 
Hobby classes from the SGC have 
continued and are as popular as ever 
with children and staff. In the photo 
below, pupils are investigating the 
amount of vitamin C in common drinks, 
including a variety of fruit juices and 
milk. The children added water and a 
concentrated vitamin C solution as their 
‘control’ liquids.

Chess Tournament
Beckley School WON the recent chess 
competition at Windmill Primary, and 
rather convincingly too! We played two 
rounds. The score in the first round 
was an amazing 6 – 2 to us. The second 
round we lost, but with a score that did 
not prevent an overall victory of 9.5 – 
6.5. Well done Chess Team!

Swimming Finals
A result of our success at the Wheatley 
Partnership Swimming Gala earlier this 
year was that we qualified for the South 
Oxfordshire Swimming Gala Finals in 
Henley. The event consisted of multiple 
individual and relay races. We were well 
represented by Billy, Luca, Lohan and 
Ross, who finished in 3rd place. A truly 
brilliant achievement!

May Dancing
The annual May Dancing proved to 
be a highly enjoyable afternoon. The 
orchestra and choir contributions 
complemented the dances well, and 
many books were purchased for the 
classrooms through The Book House, 
who have kindly donated an additional 
£100 of books to school. Thank you 
to the Friend of Beckley School for 
providing the refreshments. 
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From time to time, images do the rounds on social media suggesting that the Chamber of the House 
of Commons is packed full when issues that directly affect MPs are debated, but empty when other 
issues are debated. You may not be surprised to learn that this is a complete mis-representation. 
Debates in the Chamber can continue for several hours and there will inevitably be times when MPs 

John Howell MP writes...               June 2019 
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Otmoor Riding Group Ride Otmoor – saying ‘YES’ to 
bridleways and ‘NO’ to Expressways!

Otmoor Riding Group held a ‘Ride 
Otmoor’ hack again at the end of May, 
taking in bridleways in Charlton-on-
Otmoor and Horton-cum-Studley, as part 
of the British Horse Society (BHS) Ride 
Out UK, and raised a fantastic £151 for 
the BHS Paths for Communities fund. 
The ride was held not only to highlight 
the importance of local bridleways and 
the need for paths to be kept safe and 
accessible to riders, walkers and cyclists, 
but also to highlight our continued 
opposition to the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway, its associated development 
zone and new motorway junction with 
the M40, which may well be as close as 
the top of Panshill. This would be an 
environmental catastrophe, as well as a disaster for the equestrians who peaceably 
use the paths and lanes of the Otmoor villages.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 


