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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE

The sun shone, the crowds arrived. 
The dulcet tones of Nick Meyjes 
greeted the walkers, runners and fete-
goers over the PA system. It must be 
the first Saturday in June, and time 
for another Otmoor Challenge – the 
38th. From 9am, 231 walkers checked 
in, determined to complete the whole 
13 mile course, or taking the more 
relaxed 5 mile route where they 
could view the countryside and even 
enjoy a picnic en route. Meanwhile, 
final arrangements and adjustments 
were made to the fete, and marshals 
manned the water stations around 
the course. Colin Jenkins and his 
team completed the marking of 
the course, and, at noon, the fete 
opened and the runners started to 
arrive to register for the big race. A 
total of 287 runners set off at 2pm 
in the mass start, with many of our 
local athletic clubs represented, but 
including runners from as far afield 
as York, Southampton and Norwich. 
In looking to find out why runners 
come back year after year, one of 
the comments on the Internet from a 
couple of years ago seems to sum it 
up nicely: “……has the most beautiful 
route. And a fete. With hay bales. And 
egg and cress sandwiches. We’ll be 
back.”

The hard ground and warm air did not 
hold back the runners. Overall winner 
was Paul Fernandez of Abingdon 
AC in 1:14:00, who, in the last 10 
years, has won the Otmoor Challenge 
5 times and not finished in lower 
than fourth position. Liza Reichert 
won the ladies individual prize in 
1:24:04. Local team representation 
was strong, with the Beckley Babes, 
Horton Hobblers and The Badgers 
joining with the Studley Stragglers in 
the competition. For the first time, the 
Ogden Trophy, awarded to the 100th 
finisher in memory of Ted Ogden, one 
of the founders of the Challenge, was 
won by a lady – Samantha Rees, of 
Hook Norton Harriers.

The fete, organised by Liz Campbell, 
had all the essential elements 
needed for a great day – fun and 
entertainment for the children, food 
and drink, stalls offering everything 
from books to flowers and bottles to 
the White Elephant. The W.I. provided 
teas to everyone, and our good friends 
from Breckon & Breckon gave us 
tremendous support, including a 
traditional coconut shy. The evening 
bash centred round the pig roast, 
courtesy of Mr Finn, and Catherine 
Lange’s usual huge collection of salads 
and puddings, including the famed 
“Pudding Off” competition.
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St Barnabas 150th Birthday Songs of Praise

I was inspired by Nick Mynheer’s lovely words and art work on the 
St Barnabas invitation to the celebrations over the weekend of 9th–11th June.

I liked that the Bishop had added a verse to a favourite hymn of his choosing 
too.

Chatting to Annie Payne, she suggested I write a poem... so I have started a 
poem that could become a hymn – a song of praise. Perhaps someone in the 
village would like to add a verse...? The words I’ve written here could be the 
chorus:

I have a tune at the ready...

St Barnabas
St Barnabas
He is here to encourage 
Every one of us
Every one of us
St Barnabas
Let us join all together
In encouragement

Diana Moore

Takings from the whole event came 
to a provisional £10,982, from which, 
after paying our bills, the Otmoor 
Challenge Association Committee will 
be able to make contributions to local 
charities and good causes.

Our grateful thanks go to everyone 
who supported or helped at the event. 
Please make a note that the 39th 
Otmoor Challenge will take place 
on Saturday 2nd June 2018, and 

we really need to recruit some more 
villagers to help with the organisation. 
None of the committee members are 
getting any younger, and the future 
running of the event relies on new 
blood. If you are interested, please 
have a chat with the chairman, 
Andrew Pennington, on 358800.

Andrew Pennington 

Otmoor Challenge Association
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
We welcomed Helen Marshall and 
John Broad, from the Campaign 
to Protect Rural England, as guest 
speakers at the APM. Helen gave 
an interesting and informative 
presentation, which will be uploaded 
to the village website. We also 
welcomed Councillor Dan Sames as 
our newly elected County Councillor. 
We were pleased to hear that one of 
Dan’s priorities is to campaign for 
repairs to our roads.

The Straight Mile
We have received notification from 
Oxfordshire Highways that repair and 
drainage work will start on 7 August, 
lasting approximately 6 weeks.

Vehicle Activated 
Sign (VAS)
Parishioners have 
reported that speeding traffic has been 
reduced along the Brill Road with 
the introduction of the VAS. It was 
agreed to buy a second VAS, so that 
one VAS can be permanently situated 
on the Brill Road, and the second can 
be moved to other points within the 
village on a regular basis.

The Otmoor Flyer Bus Service
Don’t forget to use the Otmoor Flyer 
that we’ve all fought so hard to keep. 
There is a danger of losing the service 
if it’s under-used.

Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting will be on Thursday 
20 July at 7.30pm.

Basic logo

Don’t forget to submit your entries for the 
2017 village photography competition!

Send in your images taken around Horton-cum-Studley and Otmoor depicting 
scenes of village life, people and animals, and classic village locations, suitable 
for use in our village calendar. Prizes for the winners!

Competition open to residents of Horton-cum-Studley. Entries are limited 
to a maximum of 5 photos per person and close on 31st August 2017. 
Photographers who are under 18 years should provide their ages.

Please send your entries (high-resolution files please) with a title for each image 
to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Enquiries to Alexia Lewis [351025]
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OUR LINK TO OXFORD:
THE OTMOOR FLYER
The Otmoor Flyer has been running for 6 months and 
has so far been a success. However, if we could get a 
few more users we could do away with any Parish 
Council subsidy. It’s an excellent way for young and 
old to quickly get into or out of Headington or 
Oxford. During the holidays it will let our young folk 
travel in without needing a lift. You can just use it 
one way and use another means to do the return 
journey. You could buy a token card for anyone in 
your family to use. 

The cost is £1.50 each way which you can pay for by 
purchasing a “token card” which the driver will 
stamp on board.  You can buy the tokens at Stanton 
Village Shop, from Malcolm Leading in Forest Hill, Jill 
Meyjes in Horton or send a cheque for £15 (10 single 
trips), £30 (20 trips) or £60 (40 trips) payable to The 
Otmoor Flyer to Dee Hazell, The Old Chapel, High 
Street, Beckley, Oxon, OX3 9UU with your name and 
address.

Forest Hill: Every 
Mon and Thu at 

10.30am from the 
bus stops 

Stanton St John: 
Every Mon and 
Thu at 10.40am 

from outside the 
shop 

Horton: Every Tue 
and Fri at 10.30am 
from the bus stops 

Beckley: Every Tue 
and Fri at 10.40am 
from the bus stops 

The minibus stops 
in Headington 

and Beaumont St. 
It picks up from 

the same 
locations at 1.15 
and 1.30pm (the 

driver will specify)
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

The 2017 programme commenced 
in April with a talk on photography 
by local photographer Robert 
Peckham, which was very interesting. 
In May, Veronica Wilson from the 
Oxfordshire W.I. Federation came to 
explain the history of the National 
W.I. Resolutions. Two members, 
Chris Squires and Pat Sharpe, gave 
a brief talk on the two resolutions 
to be debated at this year’s National 
Meeting, Loneliness and Plastic Soup. 
Following a discussion, a vote was 
taken and the result forwarded to the 
delegate representing one group at the 
National Meeting.

Once again, the W.I. was pleased to 
accept responsibility for organising 
the refreshments at the Otmoor 
Challenge. Grateful thanks to Annie 
Anderson for undertaking the 
planning and running of things on 
the day, and to the W.I. members, the 
GTs and Annie’s personal friends, who 
kindly donated delicious sandwiches 
and cakes, and helped through the 
day. The final profit was £1098.

The W.I. also participated in the 
Flower Festival at St Barnabas, 
our village church, by decorating a 
window with roses and foliage. At 
the Songs of Praise service, Mrs Helen 
Paige presented the hymn “Come to 
us Creative Spirit”, which she felt 
reflected the W.I., the hymn was then 
sung by the congregation.

On July 13th at 7.30 pm, we will be 
holding our next group meeting, when 
our speaker, Analiza Jones, will be 
giving a presentation on hand-woven 
baskets.

We regret that our President, Mrs 
Barbara Jewell, is indisposed and we 
send her our best wishes.

If you would be interested in learning 
more about the W.I. or would like 
to attend our next meeting, please 
contact me on 01865 358805.

Beryl Fleming (Vice-president)

I would like to say a big thank you to all who sponsored me for walking  
the 13 mile Otmoor Challenge. I raised £765 for our church.

Thank you 
Layla Whitaker
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The Studley Stragglers – Otmoor Challenge Race Report
“The race conditions were warm, dry, and the off-road sections were very hard 

underfoot due to the dry spring. This also helped faster times. The route was well-

marked out, the water points were very much appreciated, and the marshalling 

was excellent as always! Deserving of the word ‘Challenge’, the only half 

marathon with stiles!”

Tim Dixon

The Studley Stragglers (see the back cover) are: Tim Dixon, Emilio Lastra, Justin 

Davey and Ruth Landreth.

The Abingdon Arms has re-opened!

Great news! The community-owned 
Abingdon Arms in Beckley re-opened 
for business on 22 June. 

Since March, a large number – over 
100 – of local volunteers pulled 
together to get the pub ready to open 
for business by repairing, painting, 
clearing the garden, rebuilding the 
car park wall and running the pub 
voluntarily until the new tenants were 
appointed. 

The Beckley and Area Community 
Benefit Society have now appointed 
a fantastic local partnership – Aimée 
Bronock, Joe Walton, Tom Bronock, 
Casey Small and Nick Ford – to 
take over the tenancy and run The 
Abingdon Arms for the Society. The 
re-opening of the pub with new 
tenants in place is an exciting next 

step for The Abingdon Arms, the 
Society and the local community. 

The team are going to create a strong 
food-led business that caters for the 
local community, as well as the wider 
area. They are passionate about 
making the most of all the amazing 
local produce that can be found in 
Oxfordshire and to put this ethos at 
the centre of their plans for both the 
food and drinks at The Abingdon 
Arms. 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome Tom, Aimée 
and Joe and wish them every success 
for the future.

Beckley and Area Community Benefit 

Society Management Committee
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The Berlin Trip

On the 16th May, 32 friends and 
family flew to Berlin from Gatwick 
to spend 3 days visiting many sites of 
historical interest. This was enhanced 
by the services of our tour guide, 
Andrew Pennington, who had spent 
6 years working for RAF intelligence 
during the cold war, which allowed 
him to provide us with a lot of 
information we otherwise might not 
have received.

We first of all visited the site of 
Hitler’s bunker, where he killed 
himself and Eva Braun. This did 
not create the same feelings as the 
Holocaust memorial, a 4.7 acre site 
covered by 2711 concrete blocks with 
narrow walkways between them. It 
was opened in 2005 as a memorial to 
the Jews who died in the Holocaust.

The Brandenburg Gate with its Greek 
influence, built in 1789, was most 
impressive, with the goddess Victoria 
and four horses puling a chariot on 
top. We then saw the Reichstag, the 
original German parliament building, 
which was burnt down 3 weeks after 
Hitler became chancellor in 1933. 
This has now been rebuilt as home 
to the Bundestag, the new unified 
German parliament building. Our 
day finished with many different 
restaurants being tried and approved!

Our second day started at the 
Platform 17 memorial, Grunewald 
station, from where some 50,000 
Berlin Jews were transported to the 
concentration and extermination 
camps. The number of passengers, the 
date and destination of each train are 
recorded on the sides of the platform. 
It was moving to note the number 
of passengers decreased from some 
thousands crammed in, till at the end 
there were only some 20 to 30.

We moved on to Bernauer Strasse 
to see the remains of the Berlin wall 
erected in August 1961, some 97 miles 
long and 12 feet high, built to stop 
the mass exodus of East Germans. 
This was followed by the Stasi prison, 
home to the East German secret police. 
By 1989, they had 91,000 full-time 
agents and over 170,000 informants. 
Prisoners were not physically abused, 
but mentally, having no names, only 
their cell number, and 24 hour light. 
Many people informed on family 
members and interrogation was 
carried out in the early hours. Food 
was poor and only a bucket for a 
toilet. We finished the day at the DDR 
museum, which gave us an insight into 
life under the communist state.

The last day started at the East Side 
gallery, a 1 kilometre stretch of the 
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GTs NEWS
We kicked off our Summer 
programme with a music and photo 
quiz at Studley Wood Golf Club, and a 
jolly good laugh was had by all! 

A trip to ‘Angels’ in London proved 
to be a fascinating experience. 
The building housed thousands 
of costumes used in feature films 
and West End Shows, and we were 
lucky enough to be allocated one 
of the guides who in previous years 
had dressed the stars of today and 
yesteryear, so he gave us an amusing 
insight (without being too specific on 
identities) of the demands of some of 
the prima donnas with whom he had 
worked.

In order to support the Church’s 
150th year, we created a flower 
arrangement within a window 

inside ‘St Barnabas’ (see front cover) 
along with other village clubs. Our 
contribution was fairly small, but the 
overall result was absolutely stunning 
and the fragrance of the flowers could 
almost be smelt from Church Lane.

GTs are hosting a Village Lunch on 
July 16th at 1.00 pm in the Millennium 
Hall and hope that it will appeal to all 
generations. On August 17th, we are 
doing a circular walk from Swinbrook, 
near Burford, finishing with a meal at 
the Swan Pub. Finally, our planning 
meeting to organise the next 6 month 
programme will be with Joanna on 
September 14th.

For further information about GTs 
contact Ruth David on 01865-
351444.

Ruth David

wall decorated by artists. Then came 
the Olympic stadium, home of the 
1936 games, a remarkable arena. We 
finished our tour at Potsdam, and the 
Cecilienhof palace, with a likeness to 
an English country house. It was here 
that Stalin, Truman and Churchill met 
to discuss post-war Germany.

A very informative trip thanks to our 
knowledgeable guide Andrew, and good 
weather reaching 30°C on the last day.

Richard Hawes

Open Garden
On Sunday 23rd July, the garden 
at Upper Green, Brill Road, 
Horton-cum-Studley, will be open 
2–5pm in aid of the National 
Garden Scheme charities. Cost of 
admission will be £4.00, children 
free.

Home-made teas will be available 
at Upper Green with proceeds 
going to St Barnabas Church.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH …… NICHOLAS MEYJES 
By Diana Moore

Nicholas (Nick) Meyjes lives in Forge 
Close with his wife Jill. They moved 
into the first of 12 new homes that 
were being built in Forge Close during 
the mid-1960s (1966–67). Nick 
studied photography at the London 
School of Printing in Fleet Street.

Diana: Where does your surname 
derive from?

Nick: It’s Dutch. My family originate 
from Holland – Amsterdam, a boat 
building family who came over to 
England in 1890.

Diana: What brought them to 
England?

Nick: There was a family crisis in 
that my great-grandfather was an 
irresponsible man… he married a 

German heiress, they had 10 children, 
but my great-grandfather liked 
spending money, and when it ran 
out, he went off to South Africa and 
became a manager of a circus.

My grandfather, who was the eldest at 
age 18 years, stepped in as the ‘head 
of the household’. He came to the UK 
and worked on two trade magazines 
in Fleet Street. The Druggist and The 
Ironmonger. He rose up through the 
ranks to become the editor.

When the fortunes began to improve, 
my grandfather brought over his 
(second eldest) brother who went into 
an engineering firm and became a 
director.

My great-grandfather wrote to his 
son (even though the father had left 
they had quite a good relationship) 
to say he was camping in a little place 
in the north of South Africa. There 
was great excitement as they had 
discovered gold – that little place was 
Johannesburg.

Diana: So what was it like in Forge 
Close in the 1960s?

Nick: We were the first people to 
move into the close with our two 
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young daughters, Rebecca and 
Joanna. When we arrived, there 
were large piles of sand and 
gravel outside the door – so it 
was a wonderful play area for the 
children. 

We had the place to ourselves for 
a year before the next occupants 
moved in. The landscape was 
rather bleak at first, as there were 
no plants or trees in the close. It 
was a happy time too though in 
that there was an influx of new 
families, a lot of new homes were 
being built, we had a new house, 
new garden, and were building-
up a new business. It was exciting 
to be ‘meeting the village’. And 

once the houses were built, and people 
in the homes, we formed a community 
planting scheme.

Diana: How did you get your first job 
in photography?

Nick: By chance! My mother read 
The Lady magazine and spotted an 
advertisement for a photographer with 
The Field – a weekly magazine for 
country sports. It involved travelling 
around the country to meet farming 
correspondents who had stories to 
feature – I’d take the photographs: 
scenery, dogs, horses. And I attended 
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events such as Crufts and the 
Badminton Horse Trials. There was 
also a feature called ‘Personality of the 
Week’ in the magazine, so I met many 
interesting people from all walks of 
life.

Diana: Who did you meet?

Nick: One of my early assignments 
was meeting Lord Montgomery (Field 
Marshall Bernard Law Montgomery, 
1st Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamein); I travelled to his home 
– an old oast house in Hampshire. 
I was nervous at first, I mean of 
people in general – and that I had 
little experience as a photographer. 
However, Monty was charming. 

He was keen to show me his three 
caravans that he’d kept from his time 
in the desert, which were used as his 
headquarters. They were his ‘mobile 
museums’. The photo taken for the 
front cover was Montgomery with the 
three caravans in the background. 

Another assignment took me to 
the wilds of Wales to meet a well-
known judge who owned several 
Welsh spaniels. He was very fond of 
them and the image captured was an 
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atmospheric, damp Welsh landscape 
with the dogs surrounding him. With 
the photoshoot finished, the Judge 
asked me to lunch, after which it was 
time to be driven back to the railway 
station. We chatted about cars as we 
approached his vehicle, and I was 
astonished when he turned to me and 
said: “Would you care to drive my 
car?” It was a vintage Rolls Royce – I 
had to put my arm out of the window 
to change gear (which was situated on 
the foot plate). Narrow country roads, 
no insurance… I was relieved to make 
it to the station in one piece. 

Diana: How long did you work for 
The Field? 

Nick: Twelve years. I then felt it 
was time for a change. I saw an 
advertisement for a company in 
Headington offering a prestigious job 
working as an official photographer 
for the University of Oxford. 
However, this second job did not 

turn out so well for me. So, I decided 
that I would become a freelance 
photographer. 

It took me a couple of years to 
build up a good client base. Then, 
I found new clients would come to 
me by word of mouth. I’d built up a 
number of contacts over the years, 
and a family member was able to help 
with an introduction to one or two 
large companies. I found once I was 
working for myself I didn’t want to go 
back to working for anyone else.

Hobbies and Interests:
National Trust Tour Guide at 
Boarstall Tower
Nick: Boarstall Tower is the oldest 
fortified building in Buckinghamshire. 
The tour and talk takes around ¾ 
hour. It is enjoyable and I get to 
meet some very interesting people. I 
once gave a talk in which one of the 
daughters who had lived at the tower 
came along to listen. That was a bit 
unnerving, but she said she enjoyed it.

Diana: Have you been asked any odd 
questions or questions that you cannot 
answer?

Nick: Someone asked where the 
quarry stone came from for the 
building of the tower – which dates 
back to 1312. This is not confirmed, 
so I was unable to answer that. 
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Acting
Nick: I was shy as a child, but I 
discovered that I really enjoyed 
acting in plays at school. So, I joined 
the local amateur dramatic group in 
Gerrards Cross (where I was born). 
Since then, I’ve been involved with 
the Horton Players, Islip Players and 
I’m still a member of the Lime Walk 
Players.

Otmoor Challenge
With many years of service delivering 
information over the loudhailer to the 
public, Nick has come to be known as 
‘The Voice of Otmoor’. 

Studley Singers
Nick: I used to sing in a choir in 
London. Then, when we came to 
Horton-cum-Studley, Jill and I joined 

the Studley Singers, which brought 
many years of enjoyment, fun and 
companionship.

Nick’s other interests over the 
years include gardening and, with 
an appreciation of the arts (his 
father painted), he is a member of 
NADFAS, the National Association of 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society. 

Quiz
Look at The Field front cover with 
the Alfa Romeo (on p. 12). (a) Where 
is this place? (b) Who is the lady 
modelling the Alfa Romeo? [Answers 
on page 17.]

[Images from The Field reprinted by kind 

permission of The Field.]

VILLAGE LUNCH
MILLENNIUM HALL

JULY 16th

1.00 PM

Tickets: £10 for adults 

£5 for children

Ring Ruth/351444 or Rachel/351540 or  
Chris/351371 for further information.
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SUNDAY 9TH JULY 
COME AND CELEBRATE 
OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY
of Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club 

BBQ, Pimms, Tennis and Rounders 
3pm – 5pm 

Everyone is welcome to help us celebrate our 25th birthday: 
members, non-members, village and non-village, families, young 
and old.  Come and just enjoy the BBQ or also take part in playing 
tennis or rounders.   Just let us know numbers so no-one is 
disappointed.   

Email: cclrussell@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday 9th July 
2017 

──── 

25th Anniversary 
BBQ & Pimms 

──── 

Tennis & 
Rounders

──── 

Free
(donations welcome)

──── 

Millennium Hall, 
Horton-cum-Studley 
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Quiz answers: (a) Long Crendon, (b) Jill Meyjes.

 
 

Walk for Parkinson’s – Oxford 
 
Join Parkinson’s UK on Sunday 10 September 2017 for our seventh sponsored Walk 
for Parkinson’s - Oxford.  This year we have three exciting new routes, all giving you 
the opportunity to see some of Oxford’s beautiful, historic buildings as well as its 
wonderful green spaces.  With a walk to suit everyone, choose from 1.5 miles, 4.5 
miles or 8 miles.  Experience the Radcliffe Camera in its full glory, marvel in the 
wonderful architecture of the Bodleian Library and the Sheldonian Theatre, spot 
hidden Colleges, walk under the famous Bridge of Sighs and stroll across the Oxford 
University Parks. 
 
Entry fee is £10 for adults and £5 for under 16s and all walkers will receive a 
Parkinson’s UK t-shirt, plus a medal on completing the walk. 
 
The sponsorship raised from the Walk for Parkinson’s – Oxford will go towards 
funding the research project ‘Investigating the Waste Disposal System in 
Parkinson’s’, taking place in the Pharmacology Department at the University of 
Oxford.  This research project will be looking at fatty molecules called lipids, which 
play an important role in keeping the brain working properly, to try to identify what 
type of lipids are involved in Parkinson’s. 
 
You can find out more and register at www.parkinsons.org.uk/walkoxford or contact 
the Regional Fundraising Team on 020 7963 3912 or email 
fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk 
 

Thank you – Otmoor Challenge 2017!
Great day! Well done to Liz Campbell for organising a very successful fete, 

Catherine for all the beautiful salads, Andrew Pennington and his great 
committee, and Annie Anderson for organising all the refreshments in the 
hall. Thanks to John Finn for providing the pig roast, all the stall holders, 

everyone who helped with the tents, Colin Jenkins for sorting out the course 
... a great day as always!

Sara Mander
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Events
Tearfund Service and Lunch
There was a lot of support for the 
Tearfund service on March 19th from 
members of the other churches in the 
Four Parishes, when we were able to 
get an up-to-date report on the ways 
in which our money, and that of other 
donors, had been used to help the 
small groups in Ethiopia. These self-
help groups provide Ethiopian families 
with loans to start small businesses 
once they have learnt first to save 
money. The people who are supported 
are mainly women from the poorest 
families in urban areas and they also 
require support on a number of fronts, 
including literacy, education and 
training on HIV and AIDS, health, 
hygiene and sanitation. We were also 
able to share the report with 30+ 
people who attended the lunch in the 
village hall that followed the service. 
Thanks to all who came and helped 
to raise money for the project, and to 
those who made the soup and bread. 
Thanks too to Lisa Mynheer who 
organised the cooks before she went 
on one of her trips to Ghana.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
was held on Wednesday April 26th 
in the Millennium Village Hall at 
8.00pm, following refreshments that 
were available at 7.30pm. Andrew 

Payne was elected chair of the 
Horton-cum-Studley meeting, then he 
and Lynn Whitaker were re-elected 
unanimously as our churchwardens. 
The following were then re-elected to 
the Parochial Church Council (PCC): 
Colin Jenkins, Derek Jewell, Lisa 
Mynheer, Rita Turner, David Turner. 
There are no other PCC members, but 
there is a vacancy for an additional 
member. The electoral roll now has 
only 25 names, although a number 
of people who attend church services 
regularly have chosen not to have 
their names included in the roll. A 
report about the church’s financial 
situation was presented by Colin 
Jenkins, which showed that, by dint of 
some generous fund-raising activities 
by a number of people, it had been 
possible to pay the Parish Share of the 
church’s expenses and other necessary 
activities.

St Barnabas 150th Anniversary
We hope you were able to join us and 
enjoy some of the festivities over the 
weekend of the 9th–11th June.

On Friday at 7.30pm, wine, cold 
drinks and nibbles were shared by 
about 60 people, who were then 
entertained by a talk on the origin of 
the parish church by Prof Nicholas 
Orme. There had been a church on 
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the current site for a long time, but 
it fell into disrepair after The Priory 
was built. Horton villagers were 
allowed to worship in the chapel 
there, but not on Sundays! When 
the story reached the 19th century, it 
linked with the Tractarian Movement, 
in which both the sponsor, George 
Theophilus Cooke, the then vicar of 
Beckley, and the architect, William 
Butterfield, were involved. Family 
links between the former and Jane 
Austen’s family were referred to, as 
she apparently mentions staying in 
Beckley and used Beckley Park as a 
model for her novel about Mansfield 
Park. Nicholas also described some 
research he had done to try to find out 
when the church was dedicated. There 
was no information in the local press 
in 1867 or 1868, but he had found a 
mention in Bishop Wilberforce’s diary 
of a special visit to Horton-cum-
Studley in June 1868. This could well 
have been the dedication of the new 
church, as Nicholas had also found 
that the centenary of the church had 

been celebrated in 1968! The audience 
seemed happy that they might be 
celebrating the 150th anniversary 
of building the church rather than 
the 149th of its dedication! Finally, 
Nicholas told us the tale of the awful 
death of the founder by carbolic 
acid poisoning. Our thanks to Prof 
Nicholas Orme for this presentation.

On Saturday and Sunday morning 
and afternoon, lots of people stopped 
by to have tea or coffee and cake 
or biscuits, organised by Rachel 
Hawes and Ruth David and served 
in a marquee by the church path. 
The visitors were welcomed into 
the church and viewed the fabulous 
flower displays in white and green, 
which had been created by people 
representing different groups in the 
village community, whose involvement 
was so much appreciated by the 
church members as a recognition 
that the church has a continuing 
presence in the community. As you 
entered the church the displays 
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in an anticlockwise order were 
by: Gardening Club, Village Hall 
Committee, GTs, W.I., Church Flower 
Arrangers, St Barnabas Lunch Club, 
Tennis Club, The Cotton Club, 
Bridge Club, and the Parents and 
Toddlers Group. No one had ever 
seen so many flowers in the church 
and the creativity involved matched 
that represented by the Butterfield 
architecture of the building itself, 
which was filled with the wonderful 
scent of the lilies. Our thanks to 
Annie Payne, Anna Steven and Rachel 
Hawes for organising and managing 
this, and to all the individuals who 
provided flowers or greenery or 
created the arrangements.

On Saturday at 7.30pm, Hymnos 
Choir, conducted by James Barnard, 
presented wonderful music by various 
composers, including Tomás Luis de 
Victoria, William Byrd and Orlando 
Gibbons, Charles Stanford and 
Edward Elgar. Rebecca Frost on the 

recorder, and Christopher Jewell on 
the harpsichord, played the sonata in 
A minor for recorder and continuo 
by George Frederick Handel, which 
admirably complemented the music 
of the choir. The audience were given 
wine or cold drinks and nibbles – 
extremely good value for £5, so they 
were encouraged to make a donation 
as well! Our thanks to the choir, the 
performers and Derek Jewell for 
the organising, and for the group of 
helpers who provided food and drink 
for the second evening running.

Sunday at 6.00pm, a Songs of Praise 
birthday service was presided over 
by the new Bishop of Oxford, Bishop 
Stephen Croft. Andrew Payne, 
representing the churchwardens, 
chose his favourite hymn, For All 
the Saints, whilst Richard Hawes 
for The Gardening Club chose, very 
appropriately, For the Beauty of the 
Earth, reminding us of the beauty 
that surrounds us that gardeners so 
much appreciate. Helen Paige and 
Jane Pennington introduced many of 
us to a Methodist hymn, which asked 
the Holy Spirit to enable people, like 
those in the W.I., with minds filled 
with vision and integrity, to use their 
talents and skills in celebration. The 
Bishop’s choice of Thine be the Glory 
was sung after his address and he had 
even written an additional verse for 
it. Liz Pugh chose Hills of the North 



21

Rejoice on behalf of the Village Hall 
Committee, as they saw people from 
many different places coming to use 
the hall and this hymn celebrated the 
contribution made by people from 
each of the four corners of the globe. 
Martha Stapely spoke for young 
people explaining that Guide Me O 
Thou Great Redeemer was a favourite 
in her family and asking us all to 
sing loudly! Finally, Nick Mynheer 
as sacristan, spoke about his choice, 
Cardinal Newman’s hymn, Praise to 
the Holiest in the Height, which was 
linked with the Oxford Movement 
and Butterfield, and was both 
visionary but also mysterious in some 
of its references.

The Bishop delivered an encouraging 
and stimulating talk with challenges 
for us to be like St Barnabas, who was 
nick-named Encourager, and who, as 
well as being a team player, repeatedly 
turned to God to know what he should 
do, rather than copy what others were 
doing. This meant he was willing to 
work with others as a team player and 

yet also encouraged them to be bold. 
The Bishop believed every church 
needed its Barnabas who was also 
willing to step out of his or her comfort 
zone to meet people and enable them 
to find faith and serve others. The 
evening finished with the Bishop cutting 
a birthday cake, which was quickly 
distributed round the congregation.

We want to thank all those who 
provided food, served teas and cakes, 
collected money, set up the marquee, 
made the grounds tidy, cleared up 
and the host of other acts of help and 
generosity, including the programme 
card specially designed and printed 
for the occasion by Nick Mynheer. 
But, we want to give special thanks 
to Lisa Mynheer and Lynn Whitaker 
without whose drive, planning and 
organisation it would probably have 
taken the rest of us until next year to 
have a 150th anniversary – but would 
that have then been the right time?

David Turner

Date for your Diary
Thanksgiving for Animals Service
On Sunday 16th July at 11.00am, the 
same day as the Village Lunch, there 
will be a Thanksgiving for Animals 
Service outside the church in place of 
the normal Family Service. Do come 
and bring your pets and animals, 
whether they are stick insects or 
gerbils, sheep or donkeys, dogs or 
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rabbits – provided you can keep 
them under control so all the other 
animals are safe!

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens (07944-522098), 
and the churchwardens, Lynn 
Whitaker (358838) and Andrew 
Payne (351018), would be pleased 
to talk to anyone who wants to 
know more about the church, or 
who would appreciate support 
from church members.

David Turner (351460)  

(dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

A fine village church stood for years

To harbour our love, joy and tears

St Barnabas stands tall

And welcomes us all

Let’s sing out one fifty great cheers

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ARBOCARE  
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

Established over 25years  

Contractors to the National Trust 

Crown reductions * Thinning 

Felling * Hedge Trimming *  Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 

Mb: 07778811136 
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If you are aged 16+ and have had long-term difficulties finding work, 
maybe because you currently don’t have the right skills, or because of 
your personal circumstances or situation, In to Work is a new, tailored 
programme designed to help you secure a role and succeed at work.

The In to Work programme is funded by the European Social Fund and 
the Department for Work and Pensions, and is delivered by MAXIMUS 
and our partners. Dedicated Work Advisors work with you to provide the 
right support, at the right time to assist you to secure a role and succeed 
at work.  

Working together to get you In to Work 
Together with your dedicated advisor, you will develop a  
personalised action plan and identify the steps to assist  
you to achieve your work goals.

• We will support you to choose a realistic job goal,  
 assist with job search and applications and  
 prepare you for a successful interview.

• We offer both face-to-face help and telephone support, whilst   
 you’re looking for a job.

Call us on 0800 028 3037 to find out if  
In to Work can help you, or for more  

information visit: www.maximusuk.co.uk

In to Work is delivered by: Funded by:

• Once you move In to Work we will continue  
 to support you during your first six months.
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 
We finished our winter programme with 
two excellent talks. Piers Newth and 
Louise Allen spoke about “Garden and 
wood”, a talk and demonstration about 
garden tools, some of which many of us 
had never seen before. The final indoor 
meeting was “Plants of the season”, 
when Paul Green gave a practical 
demonstration on their care. He also 
brought a large number for sale, many of 
which found new homes.

The first outing of the summer was to 
Woolstone Mill House, Faringdon, a 
wonderful garden to start our visits; a 
pity about the weather. The Otmoor 
challenge plant stall was again a great 

success, with tomato plants and runner 
beans well to the fore. Many thanks 
to our helpers. and those who brought 
plants for sale.

We continue the summer with our coach 
trip to Ragley Hall, Alcester. The summer 
social is at Lower Valley House and 
Arlington, Noke; on July 18th. Please 
contact Alex Wood if you are coming. 
The final summer outing is to Hill Close 
Gardens, Warwick, on August 16th at 
2pm.

For further information please contact me 
on 01865-351540

Richard Hawes

New book from Diana Moore:  
Objects in the Ashmolean, An Art and Poetry Resource

This illustrated art and poetry resource 
is based on a small selection of objects 
from the vast collections held at the 
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford.

It is a fun and creative learning 
resource for stimulating creative 
writing, performance work, reading 
and discussion. The book will take you 
on a journey from Renaissance Italy 
to the Far East; you can time travel 
between ancient artefacts and works 
of modern art. Each poem begins 

with a short 
introduction 
letting you 
know some 
of the 
fascinating 

history of the object that inspired it. 
Content includes: a scripted poem 
about Henry VIII and His Six Wives, 
a menu poem served on a Roman fish 
plate, a song lyric inspired by a ship 
in a storm and a mermaid, a flamingo 
calypso, and more…

It is available in the Ashmolean 
Museum shop, Blackwell’s, independent 
book shops and via Amazon. RRP 
£8.99. Diana has a few copies available 
to local residents at a discounted price 
of £7.00. 
www.diana-moore.com

Book cover designed by Nicholas Moore  
(www.possage.com). All images (except Greater 

Flamingo) © Ashmolean Museum, University 
of Oxford;  Greater Flamingo ©  Bodleian 

Libraries, University of Oxford.
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE

The Jo Cox Commission 
on Loneliness – ‘Start 
a conversation’ in your 
community’
The Jo Cox Commission is an 
initiative designed to increase the 
public’s awareness of loneliness and 
encourage us all to act to tackle it. 
Jo Cox MP was passionate about 
the issue of loneliness and started 
the commission before her murder in 
June 2016. The commission is asking 
us all to ‘start a conversation’ about 
loneliness in our communities and 
what we can do about it.

Combatting loneliness requires action 
from across society:
• As individuals – by being a friend 

to the older people around us
• As families – by staying in touch 

with older relatives, including more 
distant family members and those 
living far away

• As communities – by working 
collaboratively and supporting 
local Age UKs and other voluntary 
groups that organise services and 
social activities for older people.

Homeshare Oxford 
This scheme is going well; we have 
4 pairs living together and are now 
recruiting more householders to 
take part. Homeshare Oxford is an 

Age UK scheme for matching older 
householders in Oxford, Botley, 
Cumnor and Kennington, with 
younger workers and post-graduate 
students. The householder lets the 
younger person stay in their spare 
room, and the younger person pays a 
modest sum towards living costs, so 
the householder is not out of pocket, 
and gives the householder some help 
around the home each week.

Age UK Oxfordshire have moved 
to a new address – Unit 9/10 Napier 
Court, Barton Lane, Abingdon, OX14 
3YT. Telephone: 0345 450 1276.

They are there to help anyone over 50 
requiring help and support with most 
problems facing the older generation.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for  

Age UK Oxfordshire

Otmoor Challenge 
Cake Stall

Thank you to all those who so 
generously made and donated 
cakes to the cake stall, which 
raised £313.60. The cakes get 
more and more professional 
every year! Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated.

Lisa Mynheer
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Village crossword July 17
Across

A herb rained on? Not on! 
It's ill judged (4,7)

1

Stave off guardian's concern 
(4)

7

Agitated geese with road 
rage! (7)

8

Vera beheaded in historical 
period (3)

9

Green energy option (5)10
Whistle blower letting off 
steam (6)

11

Chase second person say, in 
treasury (6)

13

Controls (5)16
Catch some rays (3)18
Reactor reacts badly for 
originator (7)

19

Detain in part of castle (4)20
National Trust in deep end 
goes freelance (11)

21

Down
Horse around a bit husky (6)1
Hamster, for example (6)2
Toe the line and act properly! 
(6)

3

Uncles' mates (5)4
You might find them on the 
Christmas tree on the Isle of 
Wight (7)

5

Ed veers off to have an 
entitlement (7)

6

Hack air about in Pakistan (7)11
Dial ten for final part (4,3)12
Two men but only one 
sponsor (6)

13

Irritate (6)14
Eg runt, requiring immediate 
action (6)

15

Puts up including easy 
preparation (3,2)
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All entries to 
Pauline Cox at 
Grove House, 
Horton Hill, by 

31st July 2017. 
First correct entry 
drawn after the 
closing date will 
receive a bottle 

of wine. The 
last crossword 

competition was 
won by Justin 

Davey.
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Country Column

What a dry spring we have had, with 
no recordable rain in April. The 
ground has dried out, and is starting 
to crack. This has made it difficult to 
get a seed bed, and germination has 
been patchy in the dry ground.

Some 40 mm of rain in the third week 
of May helped a lot, and everything 
is growing quite well. However, we do 
need some rain again now.

The old saying “Oak before the ash 
splash splash, ash before the oak 
soak soak” is definitely correct this 
time, as the ash has been very late.

One bonus of the dry time has been 
our lawns have needed less cutting, 
but also grazing livestock have been 
on top of their grass, although its 
growth has now speeded up.

There are various fledgling birds in the 
garden, with most of my nest boxes 
in use, with some good broods.

I seem to have more house martins 
this year. The rain certainly helped 
with the wet mud necessary for nest 
building; I was disappointed to see a 
newly finished nest fall to the floor 
after a week’s hard work.

I have learnt two things this week. 
Goldfinches feed on the ripening 
rape seed, and greater spotted 
woodpeckers take young chicks out 
of nest boxes and other holes and 
eat them.

The warm weather has brought most 
things forward, and there are some 
lovely roses and other flowers in the 
garden.

However, one sharp frost at the 
end of April did catch various things 
such as potatoes, fruit blossom and 
of course the grape vines, which will 
affect yields considerably.

Farm crops look quite well, and it is 
quite noticeable how well the lambs 
have grown this year, the warm dry 
weather suiting them.

Hopefully the rest of the summer will 
be favourable for everything.

Richard Hawes
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HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and 

post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TODDLER GROUP

At the Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, 10–11.30am on alternate Mondays.

Contact: Laura – laurabadger@hotmail.com

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON

I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles 
are available. Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.

Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE

Thanks to everyone who has supported us, we currently have chorizo, salami and dry cured 
bacon for sale.

Contact Andy & Liz, White Gate, Church Lane, call or text on 07855 300701, email: 
otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: otmoorpigcharcuterie.com

Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers 
market.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN

Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley

For more details please get in touch: 07960659314/ 
angelcolours5@yahoo.com

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.
co.uk by 14 October 2017 for 

inclusion in the November issue.
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DUCK IN POMEGRANATE SAUCE
Serves 4–6

2 ducks
1 pomegranate
250 ml water
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 medium onion, sliced
2 large cloves garlic, crushed
1 teaspoon ground turmeric
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon ground coriander
250 ml chicken stock
1 tablespoon lemon juice
50 g soft brown sugar
2 tablespoons ground almonds
Chopped pistachios
Chopped coriander

Method
Place ducks on a wire rack in a roasting dish, prick them all over with a fork and 
roast for about 1 hour, or longer, depending on their size, in an oven at 180°C 
(350°F, Gas Mark 4). Make sure skin is crispy. Remove from oven, cover and 
stand for about 25 minutes.

Cut pomegranate in half and scoop out the seeds, reserve 60 ml seeds.

Combine the other seeds with 250 ml water, in a stainless-steel pan, bring to the 
boil and strain – keep the liquid.

Heat oil in a frying pan, add onion, garlic, spices and cook with stirring until the 
onion is soft. Add pomegranate liquid, stock, lemon juice, sugar and almonds, stir 
and cook until mixture boils and thickens slightly.

Place ducks on a board and cut them into pieces, place the pieces on a warm 
dish and pour over the sauce, top with the reserved pomegranate seeds, chopped 
pistachios and chopped coriander. Serve with rice.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne
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OTMOOR CHALLENGE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS
One of the primary reasons for the Otmoor Challenge is to raise money for local 
charities and good causes. Last year we distributed £5800 to:

Sir George Croke Almshouses, Horton-cum-Studley £650.00

Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley £1750.00

Friends of Beckley School, Beckley £100.00

Sobell House Hospice, Oxford £300.00

Thames Valley Air Ambulance £400.00

Oxfordshire Army Cadet Force £150.00

Gardening Club, Horton-cum-Studley £550.00

Women’s Institute, Horton-cum-Studley £1100.00

Parent & Toddler Group, Horton-cum-Studley £150.00

St Barnabas Church, Horton-cum-Studley £650.00

If you have any suggestions as to other recipients, the committee would be glad to 
consider them.

There are conditions, however, which are in the Rules of the Otmoor Challenge 
Association (OCA), which limit how the funds can be distributed. These are:
a.  Organisations that voluntarily assist with the Otmoor Challenge
b.  Organisations that are within, or closely associated with, Horton-cum-Studley
c.  Other charities and good causes associated with residents of Horton-cum-

Studley
d.  All distribution can only be regarded as a one-off payment, and cannot include 

any commitment to rental or maintenance payments
e. No distribution can be made to cover something that is the responsibility of the 

Parish or District Councils
f. The OCA cannot guarantee that any distribution or amount of distribution can 

be made in any year

If you have suggestions, please email the chairman of the OCA at ajpen63@gmail.
com by 20th August 17 with a short explanation of your reason for the proposal.

A J Pennington, Chairman OCA 
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Ride Out UK 2017

A gloriously sunny morning greeted members and their friends and families as 
they set out on the Otmoor Riding Group hack to the Horton-cum-Studley to 
Murcott bridleway on Sunday 28th May, as part of the British Horse Society 
(BHS) national ‘Ride Out UK’ initiative. The 18 fantastic bridleway supporters 
who took part truly reflected the multi-generational and multi-user group 
that makes up the users of our local bridleways, with participants arriving on 
horseback, on foot and on bicycles, and including a babe in arms! We’d like 
to thank everybody involved for taking the time to show how important our 
bridleways are to them and for their generous donations to the BHS Paths for 
Communities fund – a fantastic £110 was raised. We’d also like to thank the BHS 
for donating beautiful rosettes and fantastic hi viz tabards for the riders, and most 
importantly for promoting and protecting our bridleways and byways.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 

Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 14 October 2017. 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2017.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.
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