
To Highways England, re Impact of the S2 Corridor of the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 
 
We write to you from Fencott & Murcott Parish Council, the parish within which almost all of 
Otmoor lies. We would like to support the comments sent by our colleagues in the neighbouring 
parishes around Otmoor, and verify the information contained in the document "The Environmental 
Impact of the S2 Corridor" compiled by the parish of Beckley & Stowood. Our apologies for writing 
late, but we were not contacted by any of the parties involved in the development of the Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway.   

 

Process 

By not consulting widely with the local communities along the proposed routes, either a genuine 
mistake has been made or there has been an attempt to circumnavigate the democratic process: 
either way, trust is being eroded. The opportunity is also being missed to gather local knowledge, 
vital for ensuring that all decisions are fully informed. We would like to see a period of proper 
consultation take place before a decision is made on Expressway routing, and we will contribute with 
our detailed knowledge of the Otmoor area. 

 

Free-flowing Network 

The Expressway is intended to reduce travel times. The road is also providing an opportunity to build 
1M new homes. One million homes represents a population increase of 2.4M. The towns of 
Aylesbury, Banbury, Bedford, Bicester, Buckingham, Cambridge, Milton Keynes, Northampton, 
Oxford combined currently constitute a population of less than one million people, so a 2.5x 
increase in population in this area, planned during a time when the overall UK population increase 
will be perhaps only 5-10%, is an extraordinary burden on this region. Moreover it is difficult to see 
how the addition of one Expressway, 1M new homes and 2.4M people, and the cars added to local 
road networks, will reduce journey times: journey times and associated pollution are more likely to 
increase. It is also likely that new housing between Oxford and Cambridge, with easier connection to 
the London radial motorways, will create a new commuter belt, contributing to London-centric 
economic growth. This appears to be contrary to the premise of the infrastructure project of HS2. 

 

Improving Air Quality and Reducing Noise 

We look forward to an era dominated by relatively clean electric vehicles, but it must be recognised 
that the majority of noise heard by people living in the vicinity of a fast road comes from tyre noise, 
with safety surfaces producing more noise. So vehicle noise is here to stay, and the residents of our 
parish live with the noise of the M40 motorway, with it recognised impact on well-being. Pollution is 
already a serious threat to public health in the Thames Valley; new road and house building will 
increase this, with all the attendant health costs.   

 

Protected Environment 



"Green lungs" are crucial to human health, well-being and livelihood. Biodiversity is not a luxury for a 
minority to study, but a key indication of the health of the ecosystem of which we are all a part, and 
upon which humankind depends. The protection of biodiversity needs therefore to be a crucial 
factor in every plan for economic growth. 

 

Value and Impact 

Otmoor is an area of historical, cultural, natural, conservation and scientific significance.  The MoD 
uses part of Otmoor for military training and works closely with Natural England and the tenant 
farmers, whose livelihoods have been provided by this land for generations; the RSPB has invested 
heavily to protect this last area of habitat for a number of rare species; local inhabitants and the 
general public enjoy the tranquility of this area's public rights of way; geology, hydrology, 
environment, conservation and species are all areas of scientific study; Cherwell District Council 
protects the local environment and character of this area and the value of Otmoor was recognised 
when the decision was made by the Inspector to re-route the M40 to protect this unique landscape. 
Otmoor is also a natural flood-plain, which has always been vital to the management of flood-water 
around Oxford. The Environment Agency monitors and alters Otmoor water levels, and has included 
Otmoor in its complex modelling of the flood defences of the city of Oxford. Because the A34, the 
M40 and the house-building at Bicester & Banbury have all caused rain-water run-off to enter the 
water-courses in this flat low-lying area, there is no doubt that reducing the effectiveness of this 
floodplain, by developing in or around Otmoor, would have serious consequences beyond Otmoor.   
 
We look forward to your response and to being included in a proper and transparent consultation, in 
order to contribute to a joined-up process and a democratic decision. 

 

Fencott & Murcott Parish Council 


